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and more in himself is not good; the cap-

ital stock should be in the Lord our God,

and the smaller portion in the creature

operating.

When the Lord created man, I believe

he placed in him a portion of himself,

that is a portion of every qualification

that he himself possessed. And in our

sphere we are to act independently; but

under and by the power of those princi-

ples of natural inspiration. There is a

good deal of natural inspiration in man;

and when that is touched by the finger

of the Almighty, it makes the cup a de-

licious one, it makes the mind truly en-

lightened.

Brethren and sisters, I have all con-

fidence in the Lord our God—I say all

confidence, perhaps that calls for a lit-

tle qualification. At any rate I believe in

him, and that he is just, wise and mer-

ciful. If I did not believe he was mer-

ciful, I could not believe my own eyes

while looking upon this vast congrega-

tion of his people, assembled in this iso-

lated place, here in the southern portion

of our Territory.

I tell you how I feel in relation to

the matters that have been spoken of

here today. If I had more confidence in

myself, and in my own ability, limited

though it may be, I could venture far-

ther and do more, and perhaps overcome

my natural timidity and become a more

efficient agent in the hands of our Fa-

ther of doing good. This I desire with

all my heart. I can say that what little

I possess of this world's goods are sub-

ject to the orders of my superiors in the

Priesthood, myself and all that I com-

mand are at their dictation to be used

in the service of our God for the ad-

vancement of his kingdom. I labored

with my hands until I reached my sev-

entieth year, when I had to cease work-

ing; and for the last two years I have

not been able to do anything, not even to

cut a stick of wood or fetch a bucketful of

water. But I feel thankful that my health

is as good as it is, and that I have lived

to see this day, and to behold this elegant

structure reared to the honor of our God,

and to have the privilege of meeting and

joining with so many of my brethren and

sisters to worship within its walls.

Brethren, I rejoice in the service of

God, and I want to continue in it; and

if our religion had no more consolation

than it now affords, it would be ample

to inspire us to honor it, and to live it.

I look around me and see a great many

heads as white and many whiter than

my own. I ofttimes wish, Oh, that I

were again active and able to work man-

fully and energetically in the cause of

truth! But no; like many others of my

age, I am subject to rheumatism and

pains in my limbs, which at times dis-

able me; I have commenced to feel the

infirmities of increasing age and years;

and so many of us now, after these many

years of toil, have to struggle with the

going down sun of our earthly existence.

But we have the consolation of know-

ing that our mortal body will not always

impede our progress, we shall not for-

ever suffer its inconveniences; we are

gladdened in the hope of either laying

down this mortal tabernacle or undergo-

ing that welcome change which will free

us from all afflictions and annoyances.

And we hail the day when we shall be

free from sorrow and death, to forever re-

joice in the joys of everlasting lives. But

while we remain let us struggle on, and

continue the good fight of faith until we

are called home. I calculate, the Lord

being my helper, to do the very best I

can. How long I may live I know not,


