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minedly that he was forced to leave Kirt-

land and the State of Ohio. He then

went to Missouri. In the year 1838, in

the month of March, in company with

a number of brethren, myself included,

Joseph arrived at Far West, Caldwell

County, Missouri. We had not the privi-

lege of staying there more than for a few

months before the cry was raised against

Joseph Smith, that he was guilty of high

treason. This aroused the people and

the government of the State; and in Oc-

tober, thirty-five hundred of the militia

of the State of Missouri were marched

against a few of us in Far West. They

succeeded in taking Joseph and Hyrum

and sixty-five others and putting them

in prison. When Joseph had his trial, the

great accusation against him was that he

believed in the fulfillment of prophecy—

the prophecies that had been made by

Prophets of old and contained in Holy

Writ. When Judge King asked Joseph

if he believed the predictions of Daniel

the Prophet, that in the latter days the

God of heaven would set up a kingdom

which should succeed and finally rule

and hold dominion over all other king-

doms, Joseph replied that he did be-

lieve this scripture as well as the rest.

This was considered treason! Joseph's

lawyer turned to Judge King and said,

"Judge, I think you had better write it

down that the Bible is high treason,"

and this was all they found against him.

But the mob continued until they drove

the Latter-day Saints out of the State

of Missouri. We were told if we re-

mained there the people would be upon

us. What we were guilty of we did not

know, only that we believed in the Bible

and the fulfillment of prophecy, or, in

other words, in the literal reading of

the word of God. They succeeded, after

killing many of the Latter-day Saints—

men, women, and children, cruelly mas-

sacring them, in driving us out of the

State to the State of Illinois, where the

people received us with open arms, es-

pecially the inhabitants of the city of

Quincy; for which kindness the hearts

of our people who passed through these

scenes have ever been lifted to God, pe-

titioning for blessings upon them. And

they have been blessed. We lived in the

State of Illinois a few years; and here,

as elsewhere, persecution overtook us.

It came from Missouri, centering itself

upon Joseph, and fastened itself upon

others. We lived in Illinois from 1839

to 1845, by which time they again suc-

ceeded in kindling the spirit of perse-

cution against Joseph and the Latter-

day Saints. Treason! Treason! Trea-

son! they cried, calling us murderers,

thieves, liars, adulterers, and the worst

people on the earth. And this was done

by the priests, those pious dispensers

of the Christian religion whose char-

ity was supposed to be extended to all

men, Christian and heathen; they were

joined by drunkards, gamblers, thieves,

liars, in crying against the Latter-day

Saints. They took Joseph and Hyrum,

and as a guarantee for their safety, Gov-

ernor Thomas Ford pledged the faith of

the State of Illinois. They were impris-

oned, on the pretense of safe keeping, be-

cause the mob was so enraged and vi-

olent. The Governor left them in the

hands of the mob, who entered the prison

and shot them dead. John Taylor, who

is present with us to day, was in the

prison too, and was also shot, and was

confined to his bed for several months

afterwards. After the mob had commit-

ted these murders they came upon us

and burned our houses and our grain.

When the brethren would go out to put

out the fire, the mob would lie con-

cealed under fences, and in the dark-

ness of the night, they would shoot them.

At last they succeeded in driving us


