
from the State of Illinois.
Three congressmen came in the Fall 

of 1845, and had a Conference with 
the Twelve and others; they were de-
sirous that we should leave the United 
States. We told them we would do so, 
we had stayed long enough with them; 
we agreed to leave the State of Illinois in 
consequence of that religious prejudice 
against us that we could not stay in peace 
any longer. These men said the people 
were prejudiced against us. Stephen A. 
Douglas, one of the three, had been ac-
quainted with us. He said, “I know you, I 
knew Joseph Smith; he was a good man,” 
and this people was a good people; but 
the prejudices of the priests and the un-
godly are such that, said he, “Gentlemen, 
you cannot stay here and live in peace.” 
We agreed to leave. We completed our 
Temple far enough to give endowments to 
many. We left Nauvoo in February, 1846. 
There remained behind a few of the very 
poor, the sick and the aged, who suffered 
again from the violence of the mob: they 
were whipped and beaten, and had their 
houses burned. We traveled west, stop-
ping in places, building settlements, where 
we left the poor who could not travel any 
further with the company. Exactly thirty 
years today, myself, with others, came out 
of what we named Emigration Canyon; 
we crossed the Big and Little mountains, 
and came down the valley about three 
quarters of a mile south of this. We locat-
ed, and we looked about, and finally we 
came and camped between the two forks 
of City Creek, one of which ran southwest 
and the other west. Here we planted our 
standard on this Temple block and the 
one above it; here we pitched our camps 
and determined that here we would settle 
and stop. Still our brethren who tarried by 
the way were toiling through poverty and

distress. At one time, I was told, they 
would have perished from starvation, had 
not the Lord sent quails among them. 
These birds flew against their wagons, and 
they either killed or stunned themselves, 
and the brethren and sisters gathered them 
up, which furnished them with food for 
days, until they made their way in the wil-
derness.

Children, we are the pioneers of this 
country, with one exception, west of the 
Mississippi River; we established the first 
printing press in every State from here to 
the Pacific Ocean, and we were the first to 
establish libraries, and the first to establish 
good schools; we were the first to plant out 
orchards and to improve the desert coun-
try, making it like the garden of Eden.

I will not prolong this recital; but will 
ask the children if they can now under-
stand why they were born here in this far 
off land? You might just as well have been 
born in Missouri or Illinois, if your par-
ents had been treated as they should have 
been. If let alone to enjoy the rights and 
liberties in common with our fellow men, 
we would have beautified the land, made 
it an Eden and adorned it with everything 
desirable. But we were not allowed to stay 
there to possess the homes we had made; 
and consequently we are here and this 
has been your birthplace. And now that 
we are here, we are followed by a set of 
men who are ready to reenact the scenes 
that we have already passed through. But  
we are now where we can keep and pre-
serve ourselves in the possession of our 
homes and property. They drove us to the 
fastnesses of the Rocky Mountains, and 
it will be a hard matter to dispossess us 
again; it will prove a job, if undertaken, 
that they would be glad to let out before 
they get fairly into it. But still they are
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