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drawn around you, showing your form.
Mothers ought to be ashamed of teaching
their children such things. Dress your chil-
dren and yourselves in that comely, angelic
manner that, were an angel to visit you,
you would not feel ashamed. I am very
pleased to say that there are some of our
girls, and numbered among them are some
of my own, whom you could not get to
adopt these follies. Ask your mothers, then,
to make your clothes suitable and becom-
ing; and keep your hair smooth and nice.
The hair is given to the female for adorn-
ment; and therefore let the ladies, young
and old, adorn their heads with their hair.
Mothers should study and children should
study to preserve the skin of the children
from being ruined by dirt, and the heat of
a scorching sun, and to keep themselves
clean and pure; but children, now remem-
ber, study those books that teach you the
way of life and salvation.

You see that the infant and the chil-
dren die. How many of you witness the
infant lying in its little coffin, and here lie
the child and the youth; they pass away
in death. And again, here are the middle-
aged, many of them pass away into eterni-
ty; the old people must die. And the world
is but a span.

Are we going to cease to exist? No,
this world is only a preparatory place to
gain a knowledge of God, that we may
be prepared to enter into a higher state
of existence and glory, and grow up unto
Christ our living head. Learn the ways of
the Lord in your youth, and continue
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therein all the days of your life, that you
may be prepared for that higher state of
glory that awaits the faithful children of
our God.

I have said enough to answer my own
feelings, for this occasion, and perhaps to
satisfy you. I say to all, God bless you, my
children, my little ones. I love you, I am
a great lover of children and innocence
and purity, and I am a hater of iniquity,
just as much so as the Lord, and perhaps
more than I should be. I do not know this.
I think very frequently, in looking upon
the actions of men, that I do not have com-
passion enough; but when I see the wolf
among the lambs I am after them, to see
that they do not destroy the lambs. And
when you are told that you do not know
anything about “Mormonism,” you may
know it is wrong; you know something of
it every day. I would have given worlds if I
could have known the truth in my child-
hood, as I now hear it. I had a great desire
to know it, and the priests were after me
from the time I was eight years of age. I was
infidel to their creeds, but not to the Bible,
not to God, not to holiness, but to the
creeds of the children of men I was infidel,
and am to this day. I say, God bless you,
my children. I give all of you an invitation
to attend the meetings on the Sabbath day,
to hear the preaching and to worship God,
and to spend the Sabbath day prudently in
the love and fear of God. Try to adopt in
your whole lives that code of morals which
our religion teaches, and which we urge

upon the people. God bless you. Amen.
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