RELIEF SOCIETIES, ETC.

Now, sisters, will you learn these
things. I want to see the children of this
people grow as they should; and I want
to go a little farther with regard to our
children. Commence, mothers, just as
quick as the child is old enough to un-
derstand, which is quite young. They ob-
serve the acts and doings of the mother,
and whoever is present. From these acts
they imbibe their first impressions. Now,
mothers, do you want your children to
be Saints, when they are grown up? Do
you want your sons and daughters to
be good and great, and their lives filled
up with usefulness? "Certainly, with all
my heart." Then lay that foundation for
their future life by teaching each little
child what it should do. Teach that child
honesty, uprightness and truthfulness.
Never permit a falsehood to be told, nor
the color of a falsehood without correc-
tion. Train that child by your own acts
and words, from its infancy, so it may im-
bibe the principle in its own heart to be
perfectly honest. Teach that child to be-
lieve in God our Heavenly Father. Teach
it to believe, to have confidence in Him.

"Why, he is the author of your lives.
Here are your father and mother with
regard to your natural body." As soon
as they can understand anything at all,
teach them—"Yes, my little child, but
you have a spirit within you. Were it
not for this spirit, you would not have
life in you. Here are the father and
mother of your tabernacle; but you have
a spirit in you, and the father of that
spirit is our Heavenly Father, whom we
serve as our God. You must have im-
plicit confidence in this Being. You must
depend upon Him always. If you are
in danger in the least, you must be-
lieve in God, and ask Him to rescue you,
to preserve you; and your faith must
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be in the name of Him that He has given,
whom He calls His only begotten son,
to die a ransom for our sins." And as
soon as they can understand, teach them
with regard to the original sin. Teach
them to have implicit confidence in the
Father through our Lord Jesus Christ;
and every time they need wisdom, to ask
for wisdom, and ask for understanding;
and every time they are in trouble, ask
our Heavenly Father to give them com-
fort, and they will feel joyous instead of
grievous, and will feel a buoyant feel-
ing, instead of being cast down. Teach
the children to pray, that when they are
large enough to go into the field with
their father, they may have faith that
if they are in danger they will be pro-
tected. Teach them that those good an-
gels that are ministering spirits, and
their angels, to guard and defend the
just and pure watch over them contin-
ually. And teach them—I am sorry to
say there are not many mothers who do
teach it—that they may grow up with
this understanding, that our Heavenly
Father takes cognizance of all our acts
and doings, and of us, as individuals,
and that His eye is over us, and there
is not so much as a hair of our heads
falls to the ground without the notice of
our Heavenly Father. Teach them these
things and they will grow up into this
habit. You may call it tradition, but it
is an excellent one. You can sow the
seeds of infidelity and they will grow
there. Teach the children so that when
they go out from the presence of their
father and mother, God is in all their
thoughts. Can you come to this under-
standing, mothers? If I were talking to
the brethren, I should say no man in this
Church has the privilege or right to enter
into business, or go at anything without



