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from the earth and then commence an-
other state of things under the direction
of Noah. It was necessary that these op-
posing influences, these contending pow-
ers, should be in existence; that this
antagonism should prevail; that there
should be a devil, that there should be
all the influences associated therewith.
There was a degree or design of God in
relation to the human family from the
commencement, to save all that were ca-
pable of it, in the celestial glory. All
that were not capable of this, in a ter-
restrial glory, and all that were not ca-
pable of receiving that, or prepared for
it, in a telestial glory. It was necessary,
according to certain unchangeable and
eternal laws, that existed with Christ
in the eternal world, that man possess-
ing any of these glories should be pre-
pared to receive them, or they could not
inherit them, therefore, it was neces-
sary that man should be placed in a
state of trial or probation, having to con-
tend with evil that he might, through
the power of God, and the strength that
he would give to him, if he was sought
unto, that he might, through that power,
overcome and inherit a celestial glory,
and dwell with God in his celestial king-
dom. For this purpose, he gave the
Priesthood, which is spoken of as be-
ing after the order of Melchizedek, af-
ter the order of the Son of God, and af-
ter the powers of an endless life; which
is the power that exists in the heavens,
and the wisdom and intelligence that
dwell with the Gods; and is the principle
by which the Gods in the heavens and
men who are under its influence upon
the earth are governed. It is called in
the Scriptures, the "everlasting priest-
hood, without beginning of days or end
of years," and that those who have it,
administer not only in this world, but
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in the world which is to come; and it
is the privilege of those who have it, to
come, as the Scriptures say, "to the gen-
eral assembly and Church of the First-
born, which are written in heaven, to
God the judge of all, and to the spir-
its of just men made perfect, unto Jesus
the mediator of the new covenant, and
to the blood of sprinkling that speaketh
better things than that of Abel." It is this
principle spoken of in the Scriptures that
brings life and immortality to light, that
enables mankind, when living accord-
ing to its laws, to overcome the powers
of darkness, to combat successfully with
the errors of the world, to triumph over
evil of every kind, to subdue the world,
the flesh and the devil, through the aid,
guidance, power and spirit of God; to
come out triumphant and obtain an in-
heritance which is incorruptible and un-
defiled, that fadeth not away, reserved
in the heavens for those that are obedi-
ent thereto, and live according to its re-
quirements. It is in view of this, and
of the strength and power and commu-
nication with God that the Priesthood is
imparted to man, and it is that which,
according to the Scriptures, "brings life
and immortality to light;" and men in the
possession of these principles know and
understand their relationship to God,
unto the eternities that were and unto
the eternities that are to come, bring-
ing life and immortality to light; it
chaseth away darkness, confusion, mys-
tery and doubt and uncertainty; it draws
aside the veil of the eternal world, en-
abling men, who are in possession of it
to comprehend their standing and rela-
tionship to God, to each other, to the
past, present and future, and to all in-
telligent beings that ever have existed,
that now exist, or that will exist; hence



