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from the earth and then commence an-
other state of things under the direction of
Noah. It was necessary that these oppos-
ing influences, these contending powers,
should be in existence; that this antago-
nism should prevail; that there should be a
devil, that there should be all the influen-
ces associated therewith. There was a de-
gree or design of God in relation to the hu-
man family from the commencement, to
save all that were capable of it, in the celes-
tial glory. All that were not capable of this,
in a terrestrial glory, and all that were not
capable of receiving that, or prepared for it,
in a telestial glory. It was necessary, accord-
ing to certain unchangeable and eternal
laws, that existed with Christ in the eter-
nal world, that man possessing any of these
glories should be prepared to receive them,
or they could not inherit them, therefore,
it was necessary that man should be placed
in a state of trial or probation, having to
contend with evil that he might, through
the power of God, and the strength that
he would give to him, if he was sought
unto, that he might, through that power,
overcome and inherit a celestial glory, and
dwell with God in his celestial kingdom.
For this purpose, he gave the Priesthood,
which is spoken of as being after the order
of Melchizedek, after the order of the Son
of God, and after the powers of an end-
less life; which is the power that exists in
the heavens, and the wisdom and intelli-
gence that dwell with the Gods; and is the
principle by which the Gods in the heav-
ens and men who are under its influence
upon the earth are governed. It is called
in the Scriptures, the “everlasting priest-
hood, without beginning of days, or end
of years,” and that those who have it,
administer not only in this world, but
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in the world which is to come; and it is the
privilege of those who have it, to come, as
the Scriptures say, “to the general assem-
bly and church of the firstborn, which are
written in heaven, to God the Judge of all,
and to the spirits of just men made perfect,
And to Jesus the mediator of the new cov-
enant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel.” It
is this principle spoken of in the Scriptures
that brings life and immortality to light,
that enables mankind, when living accord-
ing to its laws, to overcome the powers of
darkness, to combat successfully with the
errors of the world, to triumph over evil of
every kind, to subdue the world, the flesh
and the devil, through the aid, guidance,
power and spirit of God; to come out tri-
umphant and obtain an inheritance which
is incorruptible and undefiled, that fadeth
not away, reserved in the heavens for those
that are obedient thereto, and live accord-
ing to its requirements. It is in view of this,
and of the strength and power and com-
munication with God that the Priesthood
is imparted to man, and it is that which,
according to the Scriptures, “brings life
and immortality to light;” and men in the
possession of these principles know and
understand their relationship to God, unto
the eternities that were and unto the eter-
nities that are to come, bringing life and
immortality to light; it chaseth away dark-
ness, confusion, mystery and doubt and
uncertainty; it draws aside the veil of the
eternal world, enabling men, who are in
possession of it to comprehend their stand-
ing and relationship to God, to each other,
to the past, present and future, and to all
intelligent beings that ever have existed,
that now exist, or that will exist; hence
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