
INCREASE OF THE STAKES, ETC. 87

some little doubt concerning the divinity

of Jesus' mission. The Gospel is preached

to the poor; it is also preached to the rich

so far as they will receive it, but they

will not hear it. "O, (say they) go your

way, we do not want anything to do with

it or with you." This is what they say to

the Elder who bears the message of life

and salvation to the children of men. It

is among the poor they find the readiest

access. And such are the ones that the

Lord can use to bring to pass his pur-

poses; they are the ones who need re-

demption, and who feel that they need

it, and who obtain it. Feeling their de-

pendence upon Him, they appreciate the

great good, the blessing that God is pour-

ing out upon them from time to time;

they realize that it is he who is doing

this work for them. But they could not

arrogate to themselves this honor, inas-

much as they know that they are merely

instruments in our Father's hands of es-

tablishing his kingdom. The rich if they

attempted to perform this work would go

forth in their own power; they would say,

"I have done it; it is I who have accom-

plished this great work." They would not

acknowledge God in all things, nor give

the honor to whom it really belongs, for

who does not know that they themselves

only exist by God's power and benefi-

cence? But how is it that while the great

majority feel and realize these things,

there are many who very soon arrogate

to themselves greatness and power, and

think that they have accomplished great

things, and that the Lord can scarcely

get along without them; I wonder some-

times how he did happen to get along be-

fore they were born. I have seen a great

many of this character. You know those

who get fat quickly are very apt to kick.

What is there to hinder the bles-

sings of heaven flowing to this people to

the full extent of their hearts desire? I

do not know of any reason, unless we

are not prepared and worthy to receive

it, and make a wise and proper use of it

when it does come. How many do you

believe there are in Israel today who, if

the wealth of the world were turned to-

wards them, would not consign it to the

hands of the devil about as fast as the

Lord handed it to them? Do you know

that I believe there are a good many; our

experience teaches us there are a good

many, because they part with it just as

fast as it comes to them. I will say that

no Latter-day Saint has any right to dis-

pose of the blessings that God bestows

upon him; he has no right to bestow

his patronage upon the outside world,

and especially upon those who are in the

midst of Israel, whose interests are sep-

arate and apart from ours. It only fos-

ters an agency in our midst calculated

to undermine the faith of the Latter-day

Saints; it nourishes a viper in our midst;

a power that is calculated to lead astray

the young and unthinking. I said a

Latter-day Saint had no right to dispose

of the blessings that God bestows upon

him; they are not given to us for any

such purpose. What are they given us

for? To strengthen the Zion of God upon

the earth, not to destroy it; to send forth

the Gospel to all nations, to build Tem-

ples to God's holy name, wherein those

who are faithful may receive the bless-

ings of time and eternity for themselves

and their dead; they are given to us to

sustain and uphold righteous principles,

and the institutions of heaven; to gather

the poor from afar, who are seeking to

be delivered from a state of bondage, to

come up and participate in the bless-

ings you and I enjoy in these mountains.


