88

And so when the Lord finds out that he
has a people who will be thus zealous of
good works, who will make a good use of
the wealth of the world, so fast and so
soon will the kingdom be delivered to the
Saints in greatness and power.

It cannot be given any sooner, and
should not be if it could. Then if we
want to see advancement and progress,
let us be diligent and faithful over the
few things committed to our trust, us-
ing them for God and for his kingdom,
and not distribute them to the wicked,
nor sift our ways to strangers, nor to
those who know not God, and who give
no heed to the principles of truth he has
established in the earth. It is suicidal
in the highest degree for the Latter-day
Saints to take such a course, and it is
treasonable against the Government to
which we have sworn allegiance. There
is a warfare, but who institutes it? The
Devil; he is against the authority of the
holy Priesthood, seeking to trample it
from off the face of the earth. What do
the Latter-day Saints do? Nothing, only
stand in their own defense, contending
inch by inch for the right. The Adver-
sary is found all the day long seeking
to overthrow us, his agents are contin-
ually making their insidious approaches
to undermine the faith of the Saints,
and destroy the authority of the holy
Priesthood, their aim and object being
to drive it from the earth as they did
anciently. Then for the Saints to give
aid to those who would destroy them,
by giving them our patronage, even the
means that God has placed in our pos-
session! Yes, we do it all the day long,
we are doing it continually. The people
here in Brigham City not so much per-
haps as in other places. You have a bet-
ter order of things I presume; yet it is
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done more or less everywhere. Suppos-
ing for instance, nations at war with
each other should find any of their cit-
izens giving comfort and aid to the en-
emy, giving munitions for war, render-
ing service or information, or betraying
any trust whatever, such person would
be strung up for treason. This is the law
among the nations; and why should it be
counted anything less than treason for
those who have sworn allegiance to the
government of Heaven to be found giving
their patronage to the enemy. I tell you
in the name of the Lord, you cannot do it
with impunity; such acts will be counted
against you, no matter who you are, and
you will have to meet it! It behooves the
Latter-day Saints, above all people upon
the face of the earth, to stand shoul-
der to shoulder, presenting an unbroken
phalanx for the enemy to meet, a pha-
lanx that they cannot penetrate or de-
stroy. It is our duty to God and to one
another to fortify our walls of defense.
How? By living our religion, by sustain-
ing through our faith, integrity, and good
works the government which the God of
heaven has so kindly bestowed upon us.
There is necessity enough for this gov-
ernment to be established in the earth.
There was no rallying point in all the
earth for the Saints, until the Lord re-
vealed the truth. But now there is a ral-
lying point, and the people are gather-
ing to it. What for? To pull it down?
No! but to uphold it, to keep it and
to hold it, unfurling its banner to the
mountain breezes, and in the strength of
Israel's God to stand by and defend it!
To stand by and sustain each other in
all good works, not to seek to pull each
other down; but to put down sin and inig-
uity, and trample it out of our midst, sus-
taining purity and upholding and main-



