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obedience to it. Teach its observance to
your children; impress upon them its ne-
cessity. Its observance is as necessary
to our salvation as any other of the or-
dinances and commandments that have
been instituted in order that the people
may be sanctified, that Jesus may bless
them and give unto them his spirit, and
guide and direct them that they may se-
cure unto themselves life eternal. Im-
press the sacredness of this important
ordinance upon the minds of your chil-
dren. Many of you who are aged, have
witnessed the strength and power of tra-
dition, whether it be correct or false. The
power of tradition upon the minds of the
inhabitants of the earth is most potent, I
might say it is almost almighty. We know
the way of life, we have the keys of life
in our possession; and if we do not take
the pains to train our children, to teach
and instruct them concerning these re-
vealed truths, the condemnation will be
upon us, as parents, or at least in a great
measure. We do not want this sin to rest
upon us; we want the people, each and
every one to understand their duty and
then discharge that duty fearlessly, with-
out favor or hope of earthly reward, hav-
ing in view the doing of the Father's will
alone and the receiving of the heavenly
reward.

Let me here call the special atten-
tion of the mothers to what I am going
to say: If you mothers will live your re-
ligion, then in the love and fear of God
teach your children constantly and thor-
oughly in the way of life and salvation,
training them up in the way they should
go, when they are old they will not de-
part from it. I promise you this, it is
as true as the shining sun, it is an eter-
nal truth. In this duty we fail; we do
not bring up our children in the way
they should go, or there would be no
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turning away, wandering here and there
from the society of the Saints. We let
our children do too much as they have
a mind to; if they want this or that
their wishes must be gratified; if they
want to go here or there, the mother, in
very many instances, is too ready to urge
upon the father directly or indirectly, the
necessity of accommodating the young
mind to the path of folly.

By some it is very well understood
that in the days of ancient Israel while
in the land of Palestine they were not
blessed so profusely as we are with
the crystal streams from the mountains.
They were in the habit of drinking a
great deal of wine, and among the few
who have continued to inhabit that land,
this habit I believe has been kept up to
the present time. It is a wine country.
But the Lord has said to us it mattereth
not what we partake of when we admin-
ister the cup to the people, inasmuch as
we do it with an eye single to the glory of
God; it is then acceptable to him. Conse-
quently we use water as though it were
wine; for we are commanded to drink not
of wine for this sacred purpose except it
be made by our own hands.

In some of our wards and settlements
the administering of the sacrament has
been introduced in the Sunday schools.
It is very pleasing and gratifying to the
spirit that I possess, for the parents to
see that their children attend Sunday
school and receive the proper instruc-
tion with regard to their faith. After
the Sunday school is over, let the parents
take the pains to bring their children to
meeting. This would be very pleasing to
me. An idea seems to have gone abroad
among the parents, and consequently de-
scends to the children, that when the
little ones have been to Sunday school,
the remainder of the day is for them to



