
96 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

we have yet to make in order to acquire

such victory over ourselves as to bring

ourselves into perfect subjection to the

law of Christ. Let us take heed, and

teach our children by precept and exam-

ple to love and serve the Lord. What a

glorious sight was presented to us yes-

terday on our arrival at your depot, to

witness the hosts of children that lined

the sidewalks. You have here in this lit-

tle city the buds, the beginning of a na-

tion. Be careful my brethren and my

sisters how you conduct yourselves. See

that you bring yourselves in subjection

to the law of Christ, and then teach

your children in the spirit of love and

affection the way of life, so that they

will not stray away from you, becom-

ing heady and high-minded, wandering

after the foolish fashions of the world,

the pleasures of the world; but let them

make their delight in that which is vir-

tuous and true, for this is more pleasur-

able than all the vanities of the world.

Real wisdom is real pleasure; real wis-

dom, prudence, and understanding, is

real comfort.

(The Presidency of the Stake were

then unanimously elected—namely,

Oliver G. Snow as President, and Eli-

jah A. Box and Isaac Smith as his coun-

selors, who also received their ordina-

tions. Elder William Box was ordained

a Patriarch. The names of the members

of the High Council were presented, and

that of the President of the High Priests'

Quorum, together with the names of

the Bishops of the several Wards, all of

which were unanimously sustained. The

President then continued:)

I have a few words to say to

the Latter-day Saints concerning these

young men we have called to pre-

side over the people of this Stake of

Zion. They are young—they have

not the experience that older men have;

but if they do not possess more wisdom

than a good many of our old experienced

men, I am sorry. There are a good many

that do not profit by the experience they

have got, they do not know how to do so.

I want to tell you the reason why we have

made the selection of brother Oliver G.

Snow to preside here. He is the son of

brother Lorenzo Snow, who has hitherto

presided here. By appointing brother

Oliver to this position, I think he will

be under his father's care, and where he

can get the wisdom his father possesses.

And I will say to the credit of the people

here, they have done well. And brother

Lorenzo Snow, who has had charge of

you, has set the best example for the lit-

eral building up of the kingdom of God

of any of our presiding Elders. There is

one man in the South who I think will

come up to this standard, and continue

on. But brother Snow has led the people

and guided them and counseled them in

the way that they should go, apparently

without their knowing anything about it,

until he got them into the harness; and I

like this very much.

Our motive is to make every man and

woman to know just as much as we do;

this is the plan of the Gospel, and this

is what I would like to do. I would like

all the Latter-day Saints to come up to

this standard, and know as much as I

do, and then just as much more as they

can learn, and if they can get ahead of

me, all right. I can then have the privi-

lege of following after them. If they keep

up close to me, so that they will under-

stand as I do the workings of the Spirit,

they will do a good deal better than they

do now. But the beauty and excellency

of the wisdom that God has revealed


