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States, and the purposes of God con-

cerning them, putting his name before

the people as a candidate for the Presi-

dency of the United States, and the rec-

ommendations which he made to save

them from the civil war that has since

overtaken them, the results of the slav-

ery question, that was agitating the na-

tion, all these great and important sub-

jects were kept prominently before the

people, and while the Elders and peo-

ple of Israel labored diligently to carry

out his teachings and execute his plans

and designs, he stepped behind the veil

almost as suddenly and unexpectedly, to

the people, as did Jesus when he was cru-

cified. I repeat, it was almost as sudden

and unexpected to the vast body of this

people as the crucifixion of Jesus was to

his disciples, who were looking for him to

be placed upon the throne of his father

David, to rule and reign over the House

of Israel.

The Apostles of this dispensation did

not, however, leave the work of the min-

istry to which they had been called, and

go a fishing; but there were some in Is-

rael who seemed to have buried their

hope with the Prophet Joseph. And it

has been said of some that they died

with him; and though they continued to

live years after, yet their faith and hope

seemed to have died with him. Not so

with President Brigham Young, and the

Apostles that were with him. They were

mostly abroad ministering in their call-

ing, but two or three of them were at

home. Among the latter number was

Elder John Taylor, who is with us to-

day, as you who are familiar with the

early history of those times are aware.

He and Elder Willard Richards were

with the Prophet Joseph and Hyrum, in

person, when they were assassinated,

and John Taylor received four balls.

The rest of the Twelve were abroad

attending to their ministry, holding Con-

ferences in various parts of the coun-

try, nor did they leave those labors and

turn again to their former occupations as

did Peter and his brethren. A profound

sensation was produced among all the

Latter-day Saints throughout the world,

and among their enemies, many of whom

loudly condemned the shocking manner

in which their death was accomplished.

Time will not permit, nor does it appear

to me a suitable time to dwell upon it;

but great was the impression produced

throughout the land. Deep was the sor-

row and mourning, and the query arose

in the minds of many, what shall be

the result of these things? Especially

among that class whose hopes seemed to

have been buried with him, whose faith

seemed to have been centered in him;

who did not look beyond him.

But the response of the Spirit to those

whose faith centered in God was this:

The Prophet Joseph has organized the

quorums, has set in order the Priest-

hood, and conferred the keys and powers

thereof upon his brethren, and said to

the Twelve Apostles, "Upon your shoul-

ders shall rest the burden of this king-

dom, to bear it off in all the world. The

Lord is going to let me rest." His words

were before the people, and in the hearts

of those who were living and walking in

the light of the Holy Ghost, whose faith

reached beyond the Prophet Joseph, and

looked to the source from whence he re-

ceived his power and influence.

We have often heard our late Pres-

ident, Brigham Young, who was Presi-

dent of the Twelve Apostles by seniority,

and who had been placed there by the

voice of his brethren, to preside over his

quorum, which had also been confirmed

by the Lord, say that he was attending a


