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Conference in Petersboro, New Hamp-

shire, when he heard of the Prophet's

death. The query arose in his mind:

Where now rests those keys of the holy

Priesthood which the Prophet Joseph re-

ceived and revealed unto us? Where

now on this side of the veil are those

keys deposited? The answer came to

him by the Holy Spirit resting upon him

with a power and influence and peace-

ful assurance which caused him to bring

his hand to his thigh with the utter-

ance, "They are here. They are here!"

The voice of his brethren responded, and

the echo reverberated not only among

the Apostles, but, among the Seventies,

the High Priests, the Elders, Bishops,

Teachers, Deacons, and all the people.

They are here, with brother Brigham,

with his brethren the Apostles, who have

been called and charged by the Prophet

Joseph with the duties and responsibil-

ities of bearing off this kingdom and

building it up, and setting in order and

regulating the affairs thereof in all the

world. This revelation of the Spirit to

our beloved President, Brigham Young,

on that occasion, and which also rested

upon his brethren, and was diffused

among all the people and responded to

with such universal voice, sentiment and

feelings, was not a fresh call, a new

revelation, but it was bringing to their

minds one previously given, refreshing

their minds and understanding in the

word of the Lord that had been spoken

unto them through the Prophet Joseph

himself, making more fully and clearly

than ever, those words that had been

previously spoken to them, the charge

that he gave to them to bear off the work

which now rested upon their shoulders.

From that day until the present time has

this revelation been clear and prominent

before the people, and in their hearts,

and in the mouth of President Brig-

ham Young. How often has he said,

"Joseph is still my leader; he is still my

President; he still bears the keys before

me. I am still following after him to

carry out his counsel, to accomplish the

work of which he laid the foundation,

under God. I am still as he appointed,

an Apostle to bear off this kingdom, to

bear witness of the work which God by

him did accomplish, and to carry it for-

ward by the power of God and the help

of my brethren and fellow laborers, and I

am still an Apostle and President of the

Twelve Apostles."

But the Lord signifies to me that

these Quorums of the Priesthood shall go

forward in their respective spheres of la-

bor, and as one passes beyond the veil,

following his file leader, the next Apos-

tle will follow after, treading, as it were,

in his footsteps, to bear off this kingdom.

The work is of God and not of man, and

no number of martyrdoms or death, and

no amount of persecution nor slaying of

the Lord's anointed, can put a stop to it.

How often we have heard it proclaimed

that the keys of the Apostleship, which

had been committed to men on the earth,

together with all the keys of the Holy En-

dowments, and every blessing which the

Lord has provided and promised to men

in the flesh, are placed within our reach

through the keys of this Priesthood, and

that this Apostleship will continue upon

the earth until it has accomplished that

which the Lord has ordained and ap-

pointed, and until Israel shall be gath-

ered, and the people be prepared for his

second coming, and that, if one passes

beyond the veil, another follows in his

footsteps, and if persecution rage, and

many witnesses of the Lord are slain,

still he will preserve witnesses upon the

earth, with the keys of that ministry and

Apostleship to bear off the kingdom tri-


