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remarks of brother Brigham Young must

have appealed very strongly unto all of

us, and impressed us with their truth.

First, he has said if our professions are

greater than those of the rest of the

world, and if we testify that we have

received truths in advance, and author-

ity greater than that possessed by oth-

ers, our lives should correspond with our

professions, or we can never justly ex-

pect that we will receive any greater re-

ward than they; and this is a truth that

should be taken home to the hearts of

all the people who are called Latter-day

Saints. The Lord requires of us that

our acts, and that our desires, and that

all our labors shall be in harmony with

our professions, and that when we testify

that we know that God lives, and that

he has restored the everlasting Gospel

to the earth, in its primitive simplicity,

purity, and power, with the authority to

administer in the ordinances thereof for

the salvation of the children of men—

that making these professions and bear-

ing these testimonies, we should exhibit

in our lives the fruits of the glorious

doctrines and truths that we profess to

have received. In no other way can

we truly bear testimony to the verac-

ity of these things. "A tree is known

by its fruits; a good stream does not

send forth bitter waters; men do not

gather grapes of thorns and figs of this-

tles." And so with us and the rest of

mankind. When we profess to have re-

ceived the truth, we should exhibit the

fruits of that truth in our lives. When

we profess to have received the ever-

lasting Gospel and the Spirit of God,

we should rejoice in the gifts of that

Spirit. We should live so as to enjoy

them, and in times of trial, of difficulty,

of perplexity, and of affliction, we should

exhibit a self-control and power and

strength that might be expected from

a people situated as we are, and hav-

ing the blessings that we enjoy. Do the

Latter-day Saints exhibit these fruits as

they should? In some respects they are

to be seen, and in others they are not

so fruitful as they should be. There is

an abundance of room for improvement

on our part. There is room for an in-

crease of exertion and an exhibition of

greater faith as a people, than we have

ever yet exhibited. The Lord is ready, ac-

cording to our own testimonies, to pour

out upon us every blessing that we need.

Are we sick? Are any of our households

sick? What is the privilege of the Latter-

day Saints according to our doctrines, ac-

cording to the teachings of these books

(the Bible and the Book of Mormon), and

according to our own belief? It is our

privilege to exercise faith in the name

of Jesus Christ, to have the sick, where

not appointed unto death, restored to

life. This is the privilege of the Latter-

day Saints, the privilege of every faith-

ful man and woman in the Church of

Christ upon all the face of the earth. If

there be a misfortune impending that

is fraught with difficulty, or disaster, or

trouble of any kind, what is the privi-

lege of those who are the servants and

handmaidens of the Lord Jesus Christ?

It is the privilege, and has been the

privilege in all ages of the world, ac-

cording to the records that have come

down to us, for those who live godly in

Christ Jesus to have revelation concern-

ing those events, that they may be pre-

pared for them, and not be taken un-

awares. I would not give much for a reli-

gion that did not prepare me for events

of that character; I would not think it

the religion of Jesus Christ. I would not

give much for a church, to me it would


