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the great American desert. He has

been the instrument, in the hands of

God, of giving counsel and instruction

for the numerous towns, cities and vil-

lages, through our mountain region; he

has been foremost in the encouragement

of home manufactures, and home indus-

tries; introducing at his own expense,

much machinery into the Territory, so as

to make the Latter-day Saints, as far as

possible, a self-sustaining people; he has

labored diligently during the last years

of his life, to bring about a greater degree

of union among the Latter-day Saints, in

regard to temporal things. And near the

close of his useful life, he was wrought

upon by the spirit of God, and more espe-

cially on his last mission at St. George,

to give counsel to the Twelve Apostles,

to go into all parts of the Territory and

more fully organize the people according

to the revelations and commandments

and institutions of heaven, as given by

revelation, through the Prophet Joseph

Smith. Having accomplished so great a

work, in leading forth the people of God,

in locating them here in these moun-

tains, so far from what is termed civiliza-

tion, and having redeemed the desert,

established academies and schoolhouses,

Tabernacles and Temples, home manu-

factures and home industries, and finally

having organized the Saints into Stakes,

appointing Bishops, and having them or-

dained, in all parts of our Territory, hav-

ing fulfilled and completed the work, the

Lord has taken him home to himself.

We heard this forenoon, respecting

the Prophet Elijah; the Lord had a

great work for him to perform; he lived

to accomplish it, and he knew then

that the time had come for him to

depart and leave the children of Is-

rael. He was taken up to heaven.

The Prophet Brigham, too, had his

work to perform; he lived to do it, and he

has passed away in peace, beloved by his

people.

This is the second time in the his-

tory of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, when the Twelve have

stepped forward as the proper authori-

ties, to bear off this kingdom, and to pre-

side over the Church. Joseph was in our

midst but a few years. The Lord called

him to lay the foundation of this work;

he gave him revelations before the rise

of the Church. He ordained him and

Oliver Cowdery to the Apostleship, giv-

ing them the authority, and power, and

office, and Priesthood, to perform the

things necessary in the future organi-

zation of the Church, giving line upon

line, precept upon precept, from time to

time, to instruct the various Councils of

the Church in regard to their several du-

ties. He having performed the work, God

required at his hands, was taken away;

the Lord saw proper to remove him from

our midst. The authority then devolved

upon the Twelve, and upon the Priest-

hood of the Twelve. Another First Pres-

idency was appointed about three years

and six months after the martyrdom of

Joseph. During that time the Lord was

with the Twelve, in every duty, and a

great work was accomplished, during

that period, by them. The greater part

of the Temple in Nauvoo was built by the

Twelve, after the death of the Prophet.

Endowments were given in that Tem-

ple, by the Twelve, while presiding over

the Church. Sealings and blessings

in behalf of the living and the dead,

were performed in that Temple. All

the ordinances necessary on that occa-

sion were administered, under the Pres-

idency and jurisdiction of the Twelve.

And not only this, but the Lord enabled

them to lead the people forth, through

an unexplored country, to select a


