
114 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

location for them. Having done this, they

returned in the latter part of the year

1847, to the camps located on the Mis-

souri River.

I mention these things to show you,

that the Twelve were not idle after

the death of Joseph, but took the lead,

and organized the camps of Israel, and

presided over all the authorities in the

midst of these camps.

In those days, some persons, igno-

rant of the authority of an Apostle, ques-

tioned the right of the Twelve to preside,

but I would ask, what authority ever ex-

isted in the Church that the Twelve do

not hold? I would further inquire, had

the First Presidency any office that the

Twelve had not? If they have, where

did they get it? Do you know? An-

other First Presidency of the Church

were organized, three years and a half,

after the death of Joseph. If they held

any higher authority, then they must

have received it by direct communica-

tion from the heavens. But it is known

that they received it by the voice of the

Council of the Twelve, with all the au-

thorities of the kingdom of God to back

them up. We have been taught, ever

since the Twelve were chosen, that they

held all the power of the Melchizedek

Priesthood, all the power of the Apostle-

ship that could be conferred upon mor-

tal man. Hence, when Hyrum Smith was

taken out of the First Presidency and ap-

pointed to another calling, not to another

office in the Apostleship, was it not the

province of the Twelve to set him apart?

It was, because they held that author-

ity, that Priesthood, that Apostleship,

that gave him the right to do this. By

what revelation you may ask? I answer,

by a certain revelation contained in the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants, where

it says, that the Twelve shall ordain in

all large Branches of the Church, evan-

gelical ministers. When this was first

given, the word "evangelical" was not

there. But Joseph was wrought upon by

the Spirit to erase the word patriarchs

and substitute the words "evangelical

ministers." Hence the Twelve have so or-

dained patriarchs, as Hyrum Smith. But

inquires one, should the Twelve ordain

Prophets, Seers and Revelators? Yes.

Were they not appointed in the Kirtland

Temple, in the year 1836, after its ded-

ication by the voice of Joseph, and the

First Presidency, and the united voice of

the Church to be Prophets, Seers and

Revelators to the people? Yes. Then

they could ordain such; or in other words

they could set apart such to these duties.

They could set apart Patriarchs, to such

an office as brother Hyrum Smith held,

when he was taken out of the First Pres-

idency and placed in the Patriarchal of-

fice.

Then, again, there is another reve-

lation given concerning the Priesthood,

which you can read in the Doctrine and

Covenants. After having mentioned the

various offices and callings, the Lord re-

quired it as a duty enjoined upon the

Twelve, though the First Presidency was

then alive, to organize all the officers in

Zion. What! the Twelve, a traveling

High Council; the Twelve, who hold the

keys of all nations, to the Gentiles first,

and then to the Jews, to be at home at-

tending to such work? Yes. The Twelve

had duties to perform, both abroad and

at home. Having fulfilled important du-

ties abroad, they were not relieved from

the duties specified in the command-

ment, to act at home, and they have

been, from that time to this, in the midst

of the people of God, at home, at the

gathering places.

In the revelation given on the


