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19th day of January, 1841, Brigham

Young was called by name, and ap-

pointed the President of the Twelve, and

also, in another revelation, given not far

from the same time, he was required to

remain at home. Instead of being a trav-

eling Councilor, to be sent abroad among

the nations, his services were required at

home, which was also the case with sev-

eral of the Apostles, and especially since

the death of Joseph.

There is another subject, while

dwelling on the Priesthood, which I wish

to speak of; I refer to the Counselors

that may be left, when the President, the

First President of the Church is taken

away from our midst. We are informed

that the Counselors that existed in the

day of Joseph could not act as Counselors

to Joseph after he was taken away; to

be Counselors to him would be impos-

sible, unless they themselves should go

the other side of the veil. Hence when

the President was taken away their du-

ties as Counselors to the Prophet, the

First President, ceased. Just the same

with a Bishop's Council under the same

circumstances. Supposing the Bishop

were to die, his two Counselors could

not legitimately step forward claiming to

be Bishops themselves; and furthermore

their duties as Counselors to the de-

ceased Bishop would at his death cease.

And so it would be if the Bishop, instead

of dying, were called to some other lo-

cation or should be cut off the Church.

So it was considered, in the days of the

loss of our Prophet and Seer, Joseph

Smith. The two Counselors that then

existed had the privilege, if they chose

to do so, of being associated with the

Council of the Twelve to assist us in

the work of bearing off the kingdom;

not as members of the Twelve, but act-

ing with and assisting them. The same

order has again been carried out; and

it is just as I believed it would be, when

I was in Liverpool, after learning of the

death of President Young. The question

came up there, and I took the liberty

of instructing the Saints making the in-

quiries. I told them, that when the First

Presidency left, the Twelve would lead

forth the Church, until such times as the

Spirit of God, and the desires of the peo-

ple, universally, should be to select and

set apart and sustain by their prayers

and faith, a First Presidency again. Fur-

thermore, it was published in the papers,

particularly in America, and also in Eng-

land, and there seemed to be a great

anxiety on the part of our enemies, to

know who was going to lead the Church.

They seemed to have far more anxiety

than you upon this subject. For the

Saints generally have been instructed on

this matter, and have, in a measure un-

derstood it. We knew that President

Brigham Young, and his two Counselors,

received no new office, by being taken

from the Quorum of the Twelve, and ap-

pointed to other duties. The same as

brother Joseph F. Smith has been ap-

pointed and set apart not to a new of-

fice, but to go to Great Britain and pre-

side over the European Mission. That

did not devolve upon brother Richards,

nor brother Rich, nor any other member

of the Twelve; he alone can perform this

duty. It is not a new office, but merely a

new duty required of him. So in relation

to the First Presidency. They carry no

new office, but new duties are required

at their hands, when they are chosen

by the Priesthood and set apart, not or-

dained to a new office, but set apart to

preside.

I wish also to speak a few words,

in regard to the ancient Priesthood.

I find, from the Book of Mormon,

concerning the ancient Twelve—the

twelve Nephites of this land; that

Jesus chose them, and called them


