THE VOICE OF GOD, ETC.

Church and kingdom of God, and the
building up of his Zion on the earth; for
the Priesthood is not instituted for the
purpose of personal aggrandizement or
personal honor, but it is for the accom-
plishment of certain purposes of which
the Lord is the Author and Designer, and
in which the dead, the living, and the un-
born are interested. We ought, brethren,
all of us, to feel and act as though we
were the servants of the living God, feel-
ing in our hearts an honest desire to do
his will and establish his purposes on the
earth. If we can be united in our faith,
our acts and labors, as we have been in
our voting, as manifested at this Confer-
ence, the heavens will smile upon us, the
angels of God will manifest themselves
to us, the power of God will be in our
midst, and Zion will arise and shine, and
the glory of God rest upon her.

[By request, Elder Geo. Q. Cannon
read from the Doctrine and Covenants
the following extract from a communica-
tion entitled, A Prayer and Prophecies,
written by Joseph, the Seer, while in Lib-
erty Jail, Clay County, Missouri, March
20, 1839, commencing at the 34th para-
graph:

"Behold, there are many called, but
few are chosen. And why are they not
chosen?

"Because their hearts are set so much
upon the things of this world, and aspire
to the honors of men, that they do not
learn this one lesson—

"That the rights of the priesthood are
inseparably connected with the powers
of heaven, and that the powers of heaven
cannot be controlled nor handled only
upon the principles of righteousness.

"That they may be conferred upon
us, it is true; but when we under-
take to cover our sins, or to gratify
our pride, our vain ambition, or to
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exercise control or dominion or compul-
sion upon the souls of the children of
men, in any degree of unrighteousness,
behold, the heavens withdraw them-
selves; the Spirit of the Lord is grieved;
and when it is withdrawn, Amen to the
priesthood or the authority of that man.
Behold, ere he is aware, he is left unto
himself, to kick against the pricks, to
persecute the saints, and to fight against
God," etc. See page 87, new edition.]

I wanted to have this excellent in-
struction read over in your hearing, for it
was true and profitable at the time it was
written, and it is so today. If we possess
the Spirit that flows from God, and that
dwells in his bosom, we shall possess the
spirit of kindness and love and affection,
that will eventually bind us in the bonds
of eternal union. It becomes us, as ser-
vants and handmaidens of God, to seek
after these things, that we may be full of
light and life, and the power and intel-
ligence of God, and feel that we are in-
deed children of the Most High, that he
is our Father, and that, with the ancient
Prophets and Apostles, and the Gods of
the eternal worlds, we will unite in ac-
complishing the work God designed from
the commencement of the world. No man
or set of men need think that the work
will stop, for God has decreed that it
shall go onward, and no power this side
of hell can stop its progress. The Lord is
with us, the great Jehovah is our shield
and our buckler; the Lord is our Judge,
the Lord is our King, the Lord is our
Ruler, and he shall rule over us.

May God help us to be faithful in
the observance of his laws, that we may
secure to ourselves eternal lives in his
kingdom, is my prayer in the name of Je-
sus. Amen.



