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lose his counsel, to be deprived of that

wisdom and intelligence that have char-

acterized him in all of his administra-

tions. For they have been of such a na-

ture as not only to interest the Latter-

day Saints, but his name has become fa-

mous throughout the world. Brigham

Young needs no factitious aid to perpetu-

ate his memory; his labors have been ex-

hibited during the last forty-five years in

his preaching, in his writing, in his coun-

sels, in the wisdom and intelligence he

has displayed, in our exodus from Nau-

voo; in the building of cities throughout

the length and breadth of this Territory,

in his opposition to vice and his protec-

tion of virtue, purity and right. These

things are well known and understood

by the Latter-day Saints, and also by

thousands and millions of others. But,

as with his predecessor, Joseph Smith,

who had to leave, while we are called

upon to mourn a President dead, angels

announce a President born in the eter-

nal worlds; he has only gone to move

in another state of existence. But then

in speaking of these things we would

not eulogize only the man, for Brigham

Young, although so great a man could

have done nothing towards developing

the purposes of God unless aided and

sustained by him. Joseph Smith could

have done nothing, neither, as I have al-

ready said, can the Twelve Apostles ac-

complish anything unless they receive

the same divine support? The work we

are engaged in emanated from God, and

what did Joseph Smith know about it

until God revealed it? Nothing. What

did President Young, or the Twelve, or

anybody else, know about it before the

heavenly messengers, even God himself,

came to break the long, long silence of

ages, revealing through his Son, Jesus

Christ, and the holy angels, the ever-

lasting Gospel? Nothing at all. We were

all alike ignorant until heaven revealed

it. Then in the administration of these

things the heavens are interested. These

my brethren before me, this Priesthood

that assembled yesterday in their vari-

ous quorums, all of them have assisted

in this work, all have more or less been

preaching and laboring in the interest of

Zion, in the building up of this the king-

dom of God upon the earth. So that it

is not by any means an individual af-

fair, as many totally ignorant of it sup-

pose and say it is; it is not in the wis-

dom of this man or the intelligence of

the other, but it is the wisdom and guid-

ance of God, and by his sustaining hand,

that this whole people are led forward,

and that this kingdom has an existence

upon the earth. For my part, I would

say today as Moses did on a certain oc-

casion, when God said he would not go

up with the children of Israel because

they were rebellious people, "If thy pres-

ence go not with us, carry us not up

hence;" or, in other words, I want noth-

ing to do with so great an undertaking

as the leading forth of this people with-

out the Lord's assistance. I would say

today, if God be not with us, if we are

not sustained by the almighty power of

Jehovah, if his guiding and protecting

hand be not over us, I want nothing to do

with it. But he is with us, and we know

it. The feeling that was manifested here

yesterday, is most creditable to Israel, it

is approved of by the Gods in the eternal

worlds; and if we carry out in our prac-

tice and daily lives that union which we

manifested in our voting, the Lord God

will continue to pour upon us his bless-

ing until we shall be united in all things,

temporal and spiritual, which unity we

have got to come to. When this is


