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being erected in this Territory, and prob-

ably more than that. This seems fool-

ish to the outside world; but we know

in whom we have believed, and we know

the work in which we are engaged—and

who is injured by it? None.

Some of our brethren feel sometimes

that these things draw heavily upon

them. Of course they do; and God ex-

pects to try us, to see what we are made

of, and see whether the right ring of

metal is in us or not, and whether we

are prepared to stand up to the rack and

walk forth in the name of Israel's God.

Is it the desire to oppress anybody? No,

never, nothing of that kind. In speak-

ing on this, I would say to the Presi-

dents of Stakes, and to the Bishops, see

that there is no oppression of any kind,

or anything approaching arbitrary mea-

sures, or anybody interfered with; let ev-

erything be done righteously, properly,

and voluntarily. Instead of oppressing

the poor, feed them. Instead of taking

from the naked, clothe them. Be merci-

ful to the widow and the fatherless and

the orphan, and all who may be in dis-

tress; dry up their tears, and pour balm

into their wounds, and be full of compas-

sion, and kindness, and the love of God,

and let it bubble and flow from you like

a river of life. These are the feelings that

ought to exist among the Saints; noth-

ing like oppression or wrong of any kind

should find place in our hearts.

Let me pass from this to another

thing which was touched upon this

morning, which is, but which I really

wish was not, true. Many of these

my brethren have sent out their teams,

and have subscribed their means to send

for the poor, bringing them to these

valleys. According to the provisions

of the Perpetual Emigration Fund, the

people who are thus assisted are ex-

pected to repay the means advanced to

them when they have earned it, so that

others may be helped with the same

money, and thus that the fund in its op-

erations, as was desired, may be perpet-

ual. I am told that there is upwards

of a million dollars of indebtedness to

this fund today. This is a sad reflec-

tion upon the gratitude of men thus as-

sisted. I am afraid the heavens will not

smile upon such proceedings, and that

God will not sanction it. It is time we

waked up and attended to these obliga-

tions and duties, and felt that there was

somebody else in the world besides our

own selves; and if we have been assisted

that we will be at least honest enough to

meet that amount, and others who need

its assistance may find it through the

proper channel.

We are engaged in this place in build-

ing a Tabernacle, in which we can meet

during the Winter season. We do not

call upon you outside brethren to assist

us in this undertaking, because it is lo-

cal and belongs to this Stake. This is a

matter that was designed by President

Young before his death; and we have

been desirous, as brother Cannon said

this morning, to carry out the views of

our venerated President, as far as we

can. We have commenced to build this

house, we want to put it up without de-

lay. In this, as in every other matter,

we do not wish anybody to contribute his

means or labor towards it, unless he feels

free to do it; for there are plenty that will

do it willingly, and it will be built; and

we shall have a nice, comfortable place

to worship in through the Winter, and

it will serve the Priesthood for all nec-

essary purposes, as well as the public.

The building will be 116 x 64 feet in-

side, with gallery all around. It will be


