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a little larger than was at first contem-

plated; and we have also departed a lit-

tle from the original intention respect-

ing the kind of building material. In-

stead of adobie, we have concluded to

use rock. I now invite the people of this

Stake and the masons especially to come

forward and exert their energies, and let

us do the work. It will be done by vol-

untary donations and by utilizing labor

tithing. Some people may say, Why do it

by voluntary donations? Why not use the

tithing for all such purposes? Is not that

sufficient? Yes, if all of you strictly paid

it, but then you do not all do this, and

consequently we have to resort to other

means. But, as I have before said, in

this and everything else, we do not wish

to press the people, nor place any in un-

pleasant positions; but as we sometimes

sing, it's "all free grace and all free will."

I wish to make a few remarks in rela-

tion to what we term the United Order.

We are united today with God, and with

the holy Priesthood that existed before

us, with Jesus the Mediator of the New

Covenant, and with the ancient Prophets

and Apostles and men of God, in build-

ing up the Zion of God upon the earth.

They, in their different spheres and call-

ings, are operating with us, and we with

them, and the whole thing is a grand

Cooperative Society; and everything we

do here should be with the view of unit-

ing our earthly interests, that we may be

one in things temporal and one in things

spiritual, one on the earth and one

with those in the heavens, helping with

our united efforts to roll on the King-

dom of God according to his purposes,

and not according to our erratic no-

tions. In speaking of these things I would

address a few words to our sisters of

the Relief and of the Mutual Improve-

ment Societies. You are performing a

good work in Zion. I am pleased with

the paper you publish, and have been

very much interested in the reports you

have made, in witnessing the energy and

zeal you display in endeavoring to intro-

duce home-manufactured goods and ar-

ticles of different kinds, in looking after

the poor and necessitous, and in trying to

elevate the community generally. To our

Young Men's Mutual Improvement Soci-

eties I say, God bless you, and all who are

operating in the interest of Zion, forever.

Now let me say to parents, let us see

that our youth are properly cared for

and taught, and that honesty, truthful-

ness, virtue and good morals are incul-

cated, that they may grow in the faith

of the Gospel and in the fear of God, to

be useful in their day, to carry on the

great work in which we are engaged. We

already perceive a great improvement

among our young men in their adminis-

trations; they are stepping forth, mani-

festing an excellent spirit, and many of

them promise to become mighty men in

Israel, who will roll forth the work when

we get through. I will say to the Pres-

idents of Stakes, encourage and foster

these institutions; and to all the people

I would say, love God and fear him and

keep his commandments. Be honest with

yourselves, honest before God. Be virtu-

ous, be truthful and full of integrity, and

fear the Lord your God in your hearts,

and his blessing will be with you, and

his Spirit will attend you, and your gen-

erations after you, worlds without end.

Amen.


