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can never be truly great until we become
truly good.

If we would have a good people to as-
sociate and labor with, or to preside over;
if our Wards, towns, divisions, subdivi-
sions and families must be in order, we
must not neglect any duty or leave any
place uncared for. We cannot so neglect
our responsibilities without feeling the
effects afterwards. If a wound afflicts the
body a scar is left as the effect of that
wound. If we allow evil to dwell in the
midst of the community it will manifest
itself in the fruits thereof in afteryears.
In the words of the Apostle Paul, "What-
soever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap." No farmer expects to raise wheat
when he sows oats, nor can a man gather
figs from thorn trees that he may plant;
neither can we expect to enjoy the fruits
of love unless we have sown the seeds
of love in our hearts and in the hearts
of others. Every careful and reflecting
mind will appreciate the Apostle Paul's
words.

Have we not seen children flee from
their parents? And why? Because they
have not sown in the hearts of their
children the seeds of love, respect and
goodwill, but have themselves given way
to evil passions, and, by such a course
have driven away their offspring. On the
other hand, you may see men and women
who, by their kindness, gentleness and
love, have drawn towards them not only
their offspring but the offspring of oth-
ers. Like cleaves to like. Those, there-
fore, who lead the Saints must be men
who have within them these same feel-
ings. Can the wicked lead them? No! Je-
sus says, "My sheep know my voice and
a stranger they will not follow."

The object of our Conferences, Priest-
hood meetings and reports, is, not
only to ascertain how we stand ac-
cording to statistics, but that we
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may be able to learn what our individual
condition is as members of the Church,
to see ourselves in a glass, as it were,
and find out wherein we need improv-
ing; and that men who have the charge
and general oversight of the people may
see at a glance the condition of the peo-
ple in the different Wards. They may
by this means form correct ideas of the
feelings, faith and works of the Saints,
how far the laws of God are observed,
and whether the members are keeping
their covenants, attending to home du-
ties, paying their tithes and are engaged
in all the laudable works required at
their hands, so that if the Lord com-
mands any service at our hands, there
will be a unity of purpose and a concert
of action, on the part of the people, in car-
rying it out.

The people in this Territory are
classed into three grand divisions for the
purpose of Temple building. There are
a certain number of stakes grouped to-
gether to build a Temple in Manti, an-
other to build a Temple in Logan, and
others of the more central stakes to build
one in Salt Lake City. The presiding offi-
cers of these Stakes and the various quo-
rums will vie with each other in the ac-
complishment of this work, that the peo-
ple may officiate in the ordinances of the
house of God for themselves and their
dead.

These things being necessary for
working out the Lord's purposes, and
for the general welfare of Israel, have
another good effect in the experience
they give to us. They are valuable
in the training of the people and give
an increase of power that will prove
of benefit to the Saints in years to
come. That experience and increase of
power we shall find necessary in our
future warfare against evil. There is
and always will be, until the Savior ap-



