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GOD IS AT THE HELM—ORGANIZATION ACCORDING TO
THE REVELATIONS—HISTORIC
STATEMENTS—SOCIETIES CONNECTED WITH THE
CHURCH—TEMPLE BUILDING.

DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED IN THE PROVO MEETINGHOUSE,
SUNDAY MORNING, OCT. 14, 1877.

REPORTED BY THE TERRITORIAL ENQUIRER.

It is the first time that I have
been permitted to meet with you since
the death of our beloved President and
Prophet. We all feel sad and sorrowful
on account of our bereavement. He had
been our guide, director, Prophet, Seer
and Revelator for the last thirty-three
years, and his departure caused feelings
of gloom and sorrow throughout all the
Territory. We all felt to appreciate our
President and mourn his loss, and we
still have some feelings of sorrow lin-
gering about us; yet, at the same time,
we cannot ignore the fact that there are
certain duties and responsibilities rest-
ing upon us that call into operation our
best energies, thoughts, reflections and
actions. And while we mourn his loss we
are impressed with the responsibilities
that rest upon us as individuals, in con-
nection with the work of God, and are led
to reflect upon the changing vicissitudes
of human life and the various events that
have transpired among us.

There is a satisfaction in the re-
flection that God is at the helm and
guides, controls and dictates accord-
ing to his own plans and designs,
and that the Priesthood is not con-
fined to this earth alone, but that,

after having performed our various du-
ties here and passed away, we shall
be called upon to operate for the same
grand purpose in another sphere. The
Priesthood we have received on the earth
is everlasting, it administers in time and
eternity, and to that Priesthood are we
indebted for the revelations of God's will
to man; for with the introduction of the
Priesthood to men on the earth came the
development of the principles of truth
and, by that means, light, knowledge
and intelligence were communicated to
this people. We cannot do anything of
ourselves, unless aided by the spirit of
the Lord. We are in communion with
not only the Prophets and Apostles who
lived anciently, but with brother Joseph,
brother Brigham, brother Heber C. Kim-
ball, brother Geo. A. Smith and oth-
ers who held the holy Priesthood and
have passed away, and are operating
with them in behalf of fallen human-
ity, in behalf of the people who live
now on the earth and the myriads of
dead who have left us. We are en-
gaged in a work that nothing but the
combined action of the Priesthood on
the earth and in the heavens can bring
about. It is not in the power alone



