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of any one man, whether it be brother
Brigham, brother Joseph or any that ex-
ist, to accomplish the redemption of
the human family, unless aided by the
Almighty. We are not only working in
our own interests, but in the interests of
mankind, and we should seek that light,
intelligence and knowledge necessary in
the carrying out of the designs of Jehovah,
and associate ourselves with that grand
combination and union between heaven
and earth for the accomplishment of His
purposes.

We have lately been organizing our-
selves according to the revelations of the
Almighty. Our organization is not entirely
perfect, but we shall continue to approach
nearer to that condition until every man
is placed in his right position and we are
properly organized, whereby all matters
connected with the work of God can be
placed in their proper working order, all
of which will be accomplished if we fol-
low the directions of our late venerated
President. By continuing in this good work
we shall go on from intelligence to intelli-
gence, and from knowledge to knowledge,
until we shall see as we are seen and know
as we are known. These organizations of
Stakes and Wards are not made for the
purpose of putting men in positions, nei-
ther are positions in the Priesthood given
to men to enable them to strut about and
lord it over their fellows, but in all their ad-
ministrations, men should have the fear of
God, understand His mind and realize their
responsibility to Him for their acts and do-
ings. Men holding the Priesthood should
not be governed by personal ambition, but
feel full of the love of God, the Holy Ghost,
light, revelation, mercy, kindness and long-
suffering toward all with whom they are
associated. These are the kind of feelings
that ought to be expressed and manifested
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by all those holding the Priesthood. We are
not to act as lords over God’s heritage, but
ought to act in the fear of the Almighty,
aided by the Holy Spirit, in seeking to
carry out the various duties devolving upon
us, for little or insignificant as these things
appear to us, they are of the greatest impor-
tance. God understands better the wants
of the people than we do, for he has had
experience that we have not yet acquired.
In all his operations He is governed by
love, and he desires to see those who hold
his authority here on the earth exercise it
for the welfare of the human family, and
to act as he would, with the same paren-
tal solicitude. For this purpose He has del-
egated his authority to man, as described
in the Scriptures, “first apostles, secondarily
prophets,” etc., that the Saints might be
perfected, “until we all come to the unity
of the faith.” This was said in former times
for the organization of the former-day
Saints, and is applicable to the case of the
Latter-day Saints. Through these ordinan-
ces come the blessings of the Gospel, and
without them the power of God cannot be
made manifest to man in the flesh. Now
there is more in this than is apparent to the
superficial observer.

We have and have had various or-
ganizations of the holy Priesthood. We
have had a First Presidency, and some-
times we have not. It was sometime be-
fore a First Presidency was organized
in the early days of the Church, and
then it was quite a number of years be-
fore the Twelve Apostles and the several
quorums now in existence were orga-
nized. The Lord has been developing us
in these matters, and there is a beauty
and a harmony in the organization of
the Church that cannot be found in
any other community in the world.
Before the Prophet Joseph departed,

5/16/20 9:13 PM



