
he said, on one occasion, turning to the 
Twelve, “I roll the burden of this kingdom 
on to you,” and, on another occasion, he 
said their place was next to that of the First 
Presidency, and he wished them to take 
their place that he might attend to other 
duties, such as translating, etc. At the time 
he was taken away he was in the bloom of 
life and the vigor of health, and although 
his departure was sudden and unexpected 
our organization rendered it no difficult 
matter to decide who should assume the 
leadership of the Church. There was no 
difficulty in the matter; it was understood 
that the duty rested on the Twelve. Why? 
The revelation stated that the Twelve were 
to hold the keys of the kingdom in connec-
tion with the First Presidency, which were 
handed down under various circumstances. 
You will find in the history of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, that this matter is made per-
fectly plain. He said there was no author-
ity or power of presidency over the Twelve 
except the First Presidency, and where he 
was not there was no presidency over the 
Twelve. Hence President Brigham Young 
said, when the Prophet Joseph was taken 
away, “Thank God the keys of the king-
dom are not taken from us,” and being 
head of the Twelve, he assumed his posi-
tion and so acted on the authority he held 
and according to the rules laid down. Thus 
there was no scattering, confusion or dif-
ficulty that might otherwise have existed 
if the organization of the Church had not 
been perfect. When President Young was 
taken away the same condition of things 
were presented again, the circumstances 
being similar. There is no contention, strife 
or difficulty, because we all understand 
the principles that God has ordained for  
the government of his people. The Twelve

have not assumed the Presidency of the 
Church to suit themselves, but as a duty 
which they could not ignore. Men of 
the world cried out, “The Mormons are 
all scattered now,” but they don’t know 
anything about the character and mis-
sion of this Church. I don’t think we have 
been much scattered. Our last General 
Conference in Salt Lake City proved how 
much scattered we were. Our voting on 
that occasion showed a cementing—a 
uniting together of the people, that could 
not be equaled by any other people on the 
earth. It may be asked why we voted at 
Conference in the manner we did. Because 
it was the way that God ordained. Under 
the inspiration of the Almighty, Joseph 
Smith organized this state of things at a 
General Assembly held in Kirtland, when 
the people were called upon to vote, 
and they did so in the same manner that 
we did at our last General Conference. 
You will recollect that about the 19th of 
January, 1841, a revelation was given de-
fining the various positions of men called 
to act in the Priesthood. First, the Lord 
gave to the Church Hyrum Smith to be 
Patriarch, then Joseph Smith, Jun, to 
be Prophet, Seer and Revelator to the 
people, and Sidney Rigdon and William 
Law for his Counselors, Brigham Young 
as President of the Twelve, which Twelve 
he called by name—then the High Priests, 
Seventies and Elders—then again the 
Bishops and lesser Priesthood. Now, says 
he, at the next General Conference pres-
ent this organization to the Conference 
for its acceptance or rejection. At the 
next Conference the various quorums 
were presented in that form and the 
people voted as quorums and with up-
lifted hands. Some of these men that the 
Lord had named, however, were rejected: 
One man named Hicks, and another
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