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who by the Priesthood he holds has a

priority of claim in a case of this kind,

is otherwise unqualified, we must select

the wisest and the best, whether he be a

Seventy or an Elder, to fill such position

and to administer correctly in the things

of God.

Now let us go on to the Seventies.

There are large numbers of them, and

there has been a great desire to push

men into quorums, without regard some-

times to their worth and fitness. Now

what is their duty? Why, to go abroad

and preach the Gospel to all nations.

How many do this? Very few. Well, say

some, we go when called upon. That is

all true; the Seventies have, as a rule,

been on hand to go forth and preach;

but I am speaking more particularly, of

the nature of the Priesthood they hold

and the duties which devolve upon them.

They should be always ready, a kind of

minutemen, under the immediate direc-

tion of the Twelve, to go forth as the

messengers of life and salvation to all

nations on the earth. Are you Seven-

ties preparing yourselves for this? Are

you prepared to stand forth as men of

God, clothed upon by the power of the

Holy Ghost, to go into the world to warn

the people, calling them to repentance?

A great deal has been accomplished for

the salvation of the human family, but

we are only starting in. We have sent

a few here and there, and although we

think we have done a great work, there

is but a small handful of people to show

for it. There will be great and wonderful

changes on the earth; war, bloodshed and

desolation will stalk through the land,

and we have got to pursue our work and

seek after the light of revelation to guide

us. We talk about and wonder who the

biggest man is—the Seventy or the High

Priest? Let us seek to know who of us is

living nearer to God and acting in such

a manner as to call down upon us the

power of God, and angels will adminis-

ter to us. We cannot tell which member

of the body is most useful to us, which

we can best afford to spare—the leg or

the arm, the eye or the nose. All are nec-

essary to render the body perfect.

Moses appeared to the Prophet

Joseph to confer upon him the keys for

the gathering together of the dispensa-

tions and the house of Israel from all

portions of the earth. We have got to

preach to the Lamanites, to the house

of Judah and by and by the ten tribes.

We must be prepared for these things

and realize the importance of this duty

and the responsibilities resting upon us

as God's holy Priesthood. Now, Elders,

you ought to be diligent in observing the

laws and keeping the commandments of

God. These are the leading features

of the Melchizedek Priesthood, including

the Patriarchs. In England we ordained

a few Patriarchs, and I remember that

the people on occasions used to get to-

gether and have a feast, and then the

Patriarch would bless them. This is the

way some of the ancient Patriarchs did.

The people ought to be liberal with them,

but men holding the Priesthood should

be governed by higher and more exalted

feelings than that of using their callings

for the purpose of merchandising. The

Elders should stand in their positions as

men of God. We are really today a king-

dom of Priests, and ought to wield a pow-

erful influence for good in the earth. We

should get our spirits right and act in

righteousness.

The Presidents of Stakes have

important positions; they preside

over all the interests of the Church

where they are placed, and they

should feel like acting for God, and


