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wants us to help Him and He will help

us. We can do nothing in and of our-

selves, for we are weak and frail and

need the guidance and revelation of God

to uphold us.

We have had a Conference here today,

and you are more perfectly organized

than before. The Lord some time ago

wrought on the mind of President Young

to have a more complete organization in

the Church, and the Twelve were called

on to visit the settlements and explain

the order of the Priesthood, etc.; to or-

ganize the Stakes with all the officers—

President and Counsel, the High Coun-

cil and Priests under the President and

the Counsel over the Stake—Bishops,

Elders, the Lesser Priesthood, and all

those called local authorities in their sev-

eral places, and have everything in or-

der; the Twelve went through the Terri-

tory, and assisted by the Presidency, the

work was accomplished, and has been for

some time. The quorums before you to-

day are the result of their work. What

did he know of this only as God revealed

it? Nothing. Did Brigham Young or

Joseph Smith know it? No, only as God

revealed it. But the necessary infor-

mation has been given, and today the

Church is more perfectly organized than

ever before, perhaps with the exception

of the general assembly at Kirtland, but

in some things now we are more stable

and complete than they were even then.

It is proper at the present time to re-

fer to such things for instruction, though

brother Richards is well posted in re-

spect to these matters, and has taught

you much in relation to them.

In Kirtland, Ohio, we had many

things revealed through the Prophet

Joseph; we had the First Presidency

over the High Council, and another

in Missouri. Joseph Smith and his

Counsel presided over that in Kirt-

land; hence some things at times took

place that were peculiar to some people;

when they were at a loss to find out any-

thing pertaining to the principles and

doctrines, the Presidency inquired of the

Lord, and would get the desired infor-

mation. Now, I would make a remark

in regard to these things here. All the

High Councils and all those holding the

Priesthood, the Presidents and all the

Bishops and their Counsel, and all hold-

ing positions in the Church and king-

dom of God that are faithful, honest, dili-

gent and upright, if they seek unto God

they will have wisdom imparted to them

under all circumstances and on all oc-

casions, as to what course they should

pursue, and it is the order of God that

all should have His Spirit in proportion

to their integrity and faith; and if one

does not have it is because he is not dili-

gent in seeking after such things. As

brother Joseph F. said this morning he

could have revelation for himself, though

not to regulate the Church; it would

be the privilege of the President of the

Twelve to regulate all things in relation

to Zion; but the other principle extends

to all grades and all men in the Church

and kingdom of God, each in his place, if

he lives his religion and is faithful and

prepared to receive the truths from God

so that he can instruct the children of

men. There appears at times to be a

discrepancy among all of us, for we are

all weak and infirm; and God made it so

on purpose, that man might not glory in

himself but in the God of Israel.

I will say something in relation to

High Priests, and what their place

is in the Church. They came con-

spicuously before us in the late or-

ganizations. The speaker again read

from the Doctrine and Covenants,

"And, again, I give unto you John


