
C. Smith,” etc. What are they organized 
for? The purpose is set forth in the 
Doctrine and Covenants. They are a sort 
of normal school to prepare the people 
to preside; they have hardly fulfilled this; 
perhaps if they had been more active, and 
become acquainted with principles for 
which they are organized, we should not 
have to ordain so many High Priests from 
the Elders’ Quorum to make Presidents of 
Stakes, Bishops, High Councils, etc.; but as 
it was we had to pick up the material where 
we could, and I hope we will have better 
material next time.

I hear a great deal said about which is 
the “biggest” man. The “biggest” man 
makes no difference whatever. I think that 
the man who can be most like a little child 
will be the greatest in the kingdom of God. 
Greatness does not consist of talking of 
things, but in doing them. We are now just 
beginning to move; Zion is stretching forth 
and lengthening out her cords; we want no 
more baby’s play, but let us have wisdom, 
light, revelation, and let the power of the 
Priesthood of God burn in the hearts of 
the people to waken them to a knowledge 
of truth; then when other Stakes are to 
be organized we can apply to this normal 
school and get men prepared. We have got 
a great number of Seventies, and the ques-
tion has often arisen, Which is the biggest, 
they or the High Priests? I say I don’t think 
it makes much difference as to which is 
the greater or smaller. I think the body of 
Christ was not one member, but composed 
of many parts. Now which member of your 
body would you like to be without? An 
arm or a leg? No, you want both. So does 
the Church. But which is the most useful? 
If you can tell me which of those members 
is most useful to you, I will let you know

which is the most useful to the Church, 
the High Priests or Seventies. We ought 
to magnify the Priesthood we hold, and 
be satisfied with the positions we hold. We 
have sent a number of Elders on missions, 
whose duty it is to preach to the people of 
the earth. They go when they are called, 
but it is often hard work; they make a 
great many excuses—they have debts to 
settle, families to support, etc. In meeting 
they will talk about who is the “biggest,” 
and when they are gone for a while they 
get homesick and want to return; they say, 
“there is no place like home.” They meet 
difficulties among the people, who don’t 
believe much that is told them. Did they 
ever? Not much. We don’t expect to gather 
all, we will take one of a city and two of 
a family, and bring them to Zion; and if 
our Elders abroad would be more particu-
lar, and realize that they are messengers of 
the Lord—exhibit more of the Apostolic 
power, and have the light of the Spirit of 
God, they would realize that they are sent 
to teach, not to be taught; they would 
measurably control circumstances, not be 
controlled by them altogether. Here are 
the Lamanites to attend to; when we are 
through with them, then the Jews, then 
the Ten Tribes, and then the earth is to be 
redeemed and the power of God prevail, 
and we must take a part, for we are not 
here to look so much after our own affairs 
as to build up Zion. The Elders ought to 
reflect and say, “What can I do to help on 
the work? God inspire my heart and mind 
and soul, that I may help to build up the 
kingdom of God.” That is the way to feel. 
Then to the High Councils of Stakes and 
to the Presidents of Stakes I would say, you 
ought to feel that you are servants of the 
living God, that the eye of the great Jeho-

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL, ETC. 147

JOD Vol 19-LIVE.indd   147JOD Vol 19-LIVE.indd   147 5/16/20   9:13 PM5/16/20   9:13 PM


