
148 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

vah is over you, and be working in the in-

terest of the Gospel. We are not here to

build up ourselves, but to build up Zion

and the kingdom of God on the earth,

that we may magnify our calling and

honor our God. As brother Joseph F.

said, we should not allow ourselves to be

bartered or sold, but work for the inter-

ests of Israel.

The Bishops of the various Wards

have their place; it is their duty to attend

to the interests of their Wards, to look af-

ter the temporal affairs principally, not

for their own benefit, but that of the peo-

ple. They should set patterns of all that

is good and praiseworthy; their duty is

to do justice and adjudicate in all mat-

ters pertaining to a Bishop's court, as a

common court in Israel, and they ought

to judge in all righteousness, fidelity, and

truth. The Priests ought to be full of the

Holy Ghost, and should be full of intelli-

gence to act as watchmen over the peo-

ple, trying to stop ill feelings, evil ac-

tions, etc. The Teachers ought to assist

them, and visit from house to house, and

see that no iniquity prevails. The Dea-

cons should assist the Bishops in tempo-

ral affairs, and be faithful in their call-

ing.

Let us act together as a family in

the interest of the Church and kingdom

of God, for thereby come the blessings

promised. We are now operating for

these things, and these organizations are

for that purpose. The Deacon who hon-

ors his calling is more honorable than

the Apostle who does not. Can we find

High Priests, Seventies, and Elders who

don't pray? Yes, I am afraid so. And fur-

ther, in relation to the Teachers, I will

tell you my rule. When they come to me,

I call in my family and ask them to in-

struct us and impart such information as

is their duty. That is the way I feel to-

wards the men who come in that capac-

ity. They have a perfect right to do it, it is

their duty, and they are always at liberty

to visit my household.

We all have a great Priesthood if we

magnify it, and there is no little Priest-

hood. In relation to the young men, I

would say that in their associations a

good spirit is growing—they are wak-

ing up. The Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Associations and other orga-

nizations of our young men are very

praiseworthy. Young men, the burden of

the kingdom will yet roll on your shoul-

ders, and you must prepare for it. If

you will go to God and ask for wisdom,

he will give it to you. Get the best

books, the Book of Mormon, Doctrine

and Covenants, and read our own pub-

lications, you will find such intelligence

as you never dreamed of. Ask God for

faith. Get all the sciences, arts, and use-

ful learning you can from schools; get

nothing false, but the things pertaining

to earth and the elements, and how to

use them; when you meet let it be in the

fear of God, and he will bless you.

A word to the sisters. They have their

associations and societies—all of which

are good and praiseworthy. They form

a part of us, for the man is not with-

out the woman, nor the woman without

the man. It takes a man and a woman

to make a man; without woman, man is

not perfect; God so ordained it. We are

aiming at celestial glory, and when we

reach that exaltation, will we have our

wives? Yes. The women have to man-

age household affairs; they must rear

the children properly, and cultivate those

principles which exalt and beautify, that

all may move on pleasantly and harmo-

niously. In the Relief Societies they dis-

charge their duties better than we could,

because of their tender sympathies and


