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ing the keys of this Priesthood, he was

the proper person to confer them upon

the Prophet Joseph; and on doing so, he

told Joseph, that he had bestowed upon

him "the keys of the gathering of Israel

from the four parts of the earth and the

leading of the Ten Tribes from the land of

the north." And this was in fulfillment of

a significant scripture which says, "That

in the dispensation of the fullness of

times he might gather together in one

all things in Christ, both which are in

heaven and which are on earth; even in

him."

Hence, after men had been baptized

for remission of sins, and had hands laid

upon their heads for the reception of the

Holy Ghost by those holding this Priest-

hood and authority, of which this was

one of the principles, they began imme-

diately to have the feeling to gather to

Zion. This has been spoken of by an-

cient men of God as one of the events

of the latter days. One of the Prophets

referring to it says, "I will take you one

of a city, and two of a family, and I will

bring you to Zion. And I will give you

pastors according to mine heart, which

shall feed you with knowledge and un-

derstanding." It was through this princi-

ple and this ordination, with the spirit

attending it, first conferred upon Joseph

Smith, and afterwards upon the believ-

ers of the Gospel by obedience thereunto,

through the administration of baptism

and of the laying on of hands by the El-

ders, that brought the people together

as they are today. Wherever this Gospel

has been preached, believed and obeyed,

this desire to leave the lands of their

nativity, to gather with the Saints, has

been strongly manifested; and so strong

has it been, that I have had men of-

fer to bind themselves to my service for

quite a length of time, or willing to

do anything required of them, provided

they could be assisted to the gathering

place of the Saints. And it was to meet

this universal want that the Perpetual

Emigrating Fund was gotten up, which

has been the means of bringing out to

this country thousands of people, the

majority of whom, perhaps, by their own

exertions, never could have accumulated

the necessary amount of means to have

brought themselves here; and as each

one was required, after being assisted, to

refund the amount received for this pur-

pose, others could realize its benefits in

like manner, and thus the fund became

perpetual.

Temple building is another character-

istic associated with this Gospel that is

in itself peculiar. We are here, as Je-

sus was, not to do our own will, but

the will of Him who sent us; and, as he

was, so we are expected to do and per-

form such things as may be required of

us by the Almighty. This is really the

position we occupy as Latter-day Saints,

if we could fully comprehend the situa-

tion. There are certain powers and priv-

ileges, rights, immunities and blessings

connected with this Gospel that do not

exist anywhere else, and this is one of

them. We are told that the Gospel brings

life and immortality to light, and with-

out it there is no correct knowledge of

life and immortality. We did not under-

stand either our own position, nor the

position of the world; we could not com-

prehend anything of God, or the laws

of God, or the laws of life, until we be-

came acquainted with the Gospel. Ev-

ery good and every perfect gift proceeds

from God, in whom there is no variable-

ness or shadow of turning. And the world

generally are ignorant of God. Why? Be-

cause we are told that no man knows the


