
things of God but by the Spirit of God. 
And if they cannot obtain a knowledge of 
God only by the Spirit of God, unless they 
receive that Spirit they must remain igno-
rant of these principles. And it matters not 
what the learning, what the intelligence, 
what the research, the philosophy, or re-
ligion of man may be, the things of God 
cannot be comprehended, except through 
and by the Spirit and revelations of God. 
And this can only be obtained through 
obedience to the principles which God has 
and shall ordain, sanction and acknowl-
edge. And hence, in these last times, he 
first communicated a knowledge of him-
self to Joseph Smith, long ago, when he 
was quite young. Who in that day knew 
anything about God? Who had had any 
revelations from Him, or who knew any-
thing in relation to the principles of life 
and salvation? If there were any persons 
I never heard of them, nor read of them, 
nor never met them. But when the Lord 
manifested himself to Joseph Smith, pre-
senting to him his Son who was there also, 
saying, “This is My Beloved Son. Hear 
ye Him;” he then knew that God lived; 
and he was not dependent upon anybody 
else for that knowledge. He saw him and 
heard his voice, and he knew for himself 
that there was a God, and of this he testi-
fied, sealing his testimony with his blood. 
The evidence of the existence of God that 
he received, none but God could impart. 
Well, what was the result? He told him 
how others might obtain the same knowl-
edge of him and of his laws; and he made 
him acquainted with a medium through 
which he could obtain a knowledge of 
these things. And how did he do it? By 
communicating unto him a knowledge 
of the everlasting Priesthood, and send-

ing that Priesthood to reveal unto him the 
laws and the ordinances thereof. Hence, 
as early as September 21st, 1823, an an-
gel said to Joseph Smith, “Behold, I will 
reveal unto you the Priesthood.” He was 
informed there had to be a certain ordi-
nance attended to, viz., baptism. And 
as John the Baptist had held the keys of 
that Priesthood, in generations gone and 
past, he was sent to confer upon him and 
upon Oliver Cowdery what is known as 
the Aaronic Priesthood, which authorized 
them to baptize each other for the remis-
sion of sins. And this heavenly messenger 
did come and did so ordain them, on May 
15th, 1829, saying—“Upon you my fel-
low servants, in the name of Messiah I 
confer the Priesthood of Aaron, which 
holds the keys of the ministering of an-
gels, and of the gospel of repentance, 
and of baptism for the remission of sins; 
and this shall never again be taken from 
the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer 
again an offering unto the Lord in righ-
teousness.” (D&C, page 100.) And what 
next? It was necessary then that other in-
stitutions should be introduced and other 
principles developed; and consequently 
the Apostles Peter, James and John ap-
peared, bringing, and conferring on their 
heads the Melchizedek Priesthood, which 
holds the keys of the mysteries and rev-
elations of God, and by which they could 
lay their hands upon men for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost. And when they 
received this gift, it “brought things past 
to their remembrance, led them into all 
truth: and showed them things to come;” 
it opened up communication between the 
heavens and the earth, whereby others,  
as well as Joseph Smith, could know  
that God lived, and obtain for them- 
selves through the administration of the

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES152

JOD Vol 19-LIVE.indd   152JOD Vol 19-LIVE.indd   152 5/16/20   9:13 PM5/16/20   9:13 PM


