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wards of forty years ago. Said he, "Elder

Taylor, you have been baptized, you have

had hands laid upon your head for the re-

ception of the Holy Ghost, and you have

been ordained to the holy Priesthood.

Now, it you will continue to follow the

leadings of that spirit, it will always lead

you right. Sometimes it might be con-

trary to your judgment; never mind that,

follow its dictates; and if you be true to

its whisperings it will in time become in

you a principle of revelation, so that you

will know all things." That agrees pre-

cisely with some of the remarks of John

in the passage I have quoted to you. "Ye

have an unction from the Holy One, and

ye know all things, and need not that any

man teach you; but the same anointing

teacheth you all things." Now, that which

John taught was the everlasting Gospel,

and that which Joseph Smith taught was

the everlasting Gospel. That which John

taught has been forgotten long ago by

the people, they are not in possession of

it and consequently they cannot compre-

hend it. And hence when Joseph Smith

revealed it, he preached the new and ev-

erlasting Gospel; new to the generation

that lives, and everlasting because it has

existed in all ages and times when God

has revealed himself to the human fam-

ily.

But to return to this singular thing

of Temple building, which I will refer

to again. Why do we want to build

these Temples? Some of us hardly know;

but we do want to build it. What

a most singular thing! Just consider

the amount of labor that has already

been performed throughout this Terri-

tory. Surely the people have some mo-

tive in view. The mechanic or the la-

borer does not go to work unless he

gets a recompense of some kind. When

men devote themselves to any kind

of labor, whether mental, physical, me-

chanical or scientific, they have some

particular object in view. So it is also in

relation to these matters. I have already

referred to it; but many of us can hardly

realize why it is that we are engaged in

these things.

I will go back again and refer to an-

other manifestation. We find, among

others that appeared to Joseph Smith

was Elijah the Prophet; and what did

he come for? His special mission was

to "turn the hearts of the fathers to

the children, and the hearts of the chil-

dren to the fathers." And the same scrip-

ture informs us of his coming "before

that great and terrible day of the Lord."

What is meant by this, say the world?

It means that we are the offspring of

God; it means, as the scriptures say, that

God is the Father of the spirits of all

flesh; it means that we have to do with

eternity as well as time; it means that

we have to do with things past, with

things present and with things to come;

it means that being the children of our

Heavenly Father, we are or ought to be

under his government, yielding obedi-

ence to him, and that we ought to op-

erate with him in extending mercy and

love and salvation to the living and the

dead, according to certain laws unknown

to men generally; but known unto God

and now revealed again by him for the

salvation of our race. It means that

God is the Father of the human fam-

ily and is interested in the whole of his

progeny, these that now exist and those

who have passed away. It means that

there are certain laws in the heavens

that all men have to do with that must

be complied with, if not in time in eter-

nity. It means that all men who have

lived and died without a knowledge of

the Gospel, shall be placed on the same

plane as ourselves through the plan he

has provided, giving all of his children,


