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give way to folly and to vanity, to covetous-
ness and pride or to evil, to wickedness or
corruption of any kind, the hand of God
will be over us, our candlestick will be re-
moved out of its place, the light within us
will take its departure, and darkness will
take its place; and oh, how great will be
that darkness! How often have I seen men
whom I have known in this Church, and
whom I have respected as honorable, make
shipwreck of their faith, lose the Spirit of
God and go into darkness. When they turn
aside, after having received certain light
and intelligence, can you lead them back?
No, you cannot. They have no desire for it,
and you cannot implant that desire within
them. What does Paul say? “For it is impos-
sible for those who were once enlightened,
And have tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Ghost,
and have tasted the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come, If they
shall fall away, to renew them again unto
repentance; seeing they crucify to them-
selves the Son of God.” We do not want to
be in that fearful condition. Let us be care-
ful, then, what we do and what we say, and
how we act and live. Let us treat one anoth-
er in a right and proper manner, not seek to
oppress and defraud, or rob one another
of property, or of honor, or of char-
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acter, or anything else; but let us all copy
after the Son of God, walking in all humil-
ity and meekness, feeling rather to suffer
wrong than do wrong, and ever be desir-
ous to promote each other’s happiness and
welfare. Do not let us be censorious, or
oppressive, or tyrannical, or exacting; but
cultivate the spirit of kindness and char-
ity, and seek continually for the Spirit of
God to lead and direct us. Every morning
that we arise, dedicate ourselves to God,
and ask his blessing upon us through the
day, that we may be preserved from evil,
folly and vanity. Let us be governed and
influenced by the counsels we receive from
our Bishops and presiding authorities; and
let us pray for them, that they may be kept
pure and holy; and fail not to supplicate
the Father in behalf of the Twelve, for we
are poor, weak creatures, and need the
faith and prayers of the Saints, and the
help and favor of the Almighty, and we ask
an interest in your prayers, that we may be
led in the paths of life; for none of us can
do anything unless God be with us.

Brethren and sisters, God bless you, and
lead you in the paths of life, that you may
be prepared for an inheritance in the celes-
tial kingdom of God, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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