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EXPECTATIONS DEFERRED—ON REVELATION—MARRIAGE, HOW

PERFORMED—SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED AMONG THE YOUTH—

LOVE CONTROLLABLE—MEANT TO BE UNDER THE DOMINION
OF RIGHTEOUSNESS—AND TO BE FOR TIME AND ETERNITY

DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES C. RICH, DELIVERED AT A CONFERENCE HELD
IN PARIS, IDAHO, NOV. 11, 1877
Reported by James H. Hart

Brethren and sisters—1I have a few
remarks to make to the Saints this after-
noon, and I trust I shall have your prayers
and attention. I feel my weakness and that
I am unable to benefit the Saints without
the Spirit of the Lord. And the same ap-
plies to all who stand before the Saints,
to minister in word and doctrine. We are
taught by the revelations given us through
the Prophet Joseph, that we should not
undertake to teach without the spirit, and
I feel that I need its influence and power,
that I may speak such things that will be
pleasing to the Lord. If I have any pride it
is in being an Elder in the Church of Jesus
Christ, and having the privilege of pre-
senting the principles of life and salvation
to the people, and in preaching the ful-
ness of the Gospel that has been restored
to us in the last days. Many seek after the
honors of the world, none of which are
worthy to be compared with the honor of
serving God, in proclaiming His Gospel
to the inhabitants of the earth. I have
had the honor of being in this Church
for many years. It has been organized up-
wards of forty-seven years. When I first re-
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ceived the Gospel I did not expect forty-
seven years to pass away before the proph-
ecies would be fulfilled concerning the
second coming of the Savior, and the end
of the world. I expected the Savior would
come and reign upon the earth, before
this time, as the King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. In the revelations given to the
Prophet Joseph, Jesus said it would be
but a short time before he would come
and take the Kingdom. We are not accus-
tomed to hear the Lord speak, and when
he spoke of a short time, we understood
it according to our use of the language.
Forty-seven years may appear a long time
with us, but a thousand years is not a long
time with the Lord. A few moments with
Him is a long time with us. It takes a long
time according to our reckoning to do the
work the Lord has decreed concerning
the children of men in this last dispensa-
tion. It is no small matter to preach to all
nations and kingdoms of the earth; this
has to be done; all people must be warned
of the judgments of the Lord that are
coming upon the earth. The sound of the
everlasting Gospel must go forth to all
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