EXPECTATIONS DEFERRED, ETC.

was the second Apostle in this Church,
was instructed on this subject, and it
is written for our learning. The Lord
told Oliver that Joseph was the man to
receive revelations for the Church; he
might receive revelations for himself, but
those to the Church must come through
Joseph Smith, or the leader. If we need
revelations for our guidance, what chan-
nel should they come through? You have
just voted to sustain the Twelve Apos-
tles as Prophets, Seers, and Revelators.
Brother John Taylor is the President
of that Quorum, therefore when reve-
lations are needed for the government
of this Church, they will come through
President John Taylor, as long as he
lives, because he holds the keys of the
Apostleship. He does not hold any keys
or powers that he did not hold when
President Brigham Young was alive, or
any other keys than are held by his
brethren of the Twelve; but the Lord
will speak to us through the head of
his Church, through him who holds the
Presidency. We should all understand
these principles that we may not be de-
ceived, and if revelations are given from
any other source professing to guide the
Church, we may know they are not from
God. All of us have the privilege of re-
ceiving revelations. For the Church? By
no means; we cannot receive all that
are necessary for the performance of
our duties. We have here a Stake of
Zion, and a presidency of this Stake.
Can anybody receive revelations for the
government of this Stake? Certainly
not. If any person other than the Pres-
idency should profess to receive revela-
tions for its government, would you con-
sider them genuine revelations? If so,
you would be mistaken. We are entitled
to the Holy Spirit to help us in the dis-
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charge of our duties and to teach us all
that is necessary for our guidance. The
Bishop is entitled to the spirit of revela-
tion to teach him his duties, and when
guided by that spirit he will never come
in collision with those who preside over
him.

Some years ago, when I was presiding
in California, evening meetings were es-
tablished. I think it was about the time
of the reformation. On one occasion I
had been away for a short time, and on
my return I found a large crowd on the
water's edge, some of whom were being
baptized. I think brother Hopkins was
there, and I asked him, subsequently,
what induced the people to turn out so
suddenly; he replied that some sister had
received a revelation the night before,
commanding them to be baptized. I told
him that if any revelation had been given
on that subject, I should have known it.
We should seek to be governed by these
principles, and learn to discern the spir-
its, and discriminate between that which
is from God and that which is from be-
neath. If we seek unto the Lord he will
give us wisdom to lead us into all truth.
It is a serious thing to say the Lord has
spoken through us if he has not. To say
thus saith the Lord, when the Lord has
not spoken, would subject us to his wrath
and displeasure. It is a fearful thing to
fall into the hands of the living God. If
we receive revelations we should be sure
they are not leading us outside of our du-
ties, but tend to our instruction and im-
provement, and lead us to perform those
duties devolving upon us.

There is another matter impor-
tant to the Saints, of which I would
like to speak this afternoon; it is
the subject pertaining to marriage.
It was the first great commandment
given to our parents in the Garden



