EXPECTATIONS DEFERRED, ETC.

big dividends, which principle is very
good if it is right. As Latter-day Saints
we have to deal with the Lord; he
knows our hearts and comprehends our
thoughts, and we cannot cover up the se-
crets of hearts from him. What we do
that is right will be approved; that which
we do that is wrong will be disapproved.
If we are willing and obedient we shall
find very little trouble in cooperation. We
have embraced it in a small way, and we
are expected to handle it honestly; and
if we do not handle it honestly, it would
be better if we never embraced it at all.
We should seek to the Lord for knowl-
edge and wisdom that we may deal with
each other righteously, that we may es-
tablish confidence in each other that can-
not be shaken. The Lord wishes to in-
troduce and perfect among his Saints the
principles of union. He intends to lift his
people up, and to make them wealthy.
When his will is done among the Saints
there will be no poor among them. When
this time comes all will form one king-
dom and serve one God. We are all en-
titled to his blessings and all should be
devoted to his service.

It is not his will that one should be
lifted up and another put down, one be
made rich and another poor. We have to
keep this principle in view in our coop-
erative labors and be one, or we are not
the Lord's. It is the purpose of the Lord
to build up the poor, and these principles
are revealed for its accomplishment. If
twenty or thirty persons engage in busi-
ness and we make them more wealthy,
and others poor, what difference is there
between us and the gentile world? If
we do as is done in the world, wherein
are we better than they? If we carry
out the principle of cooperation with un-
selfishness of spirit and singleness of
heart, it will build us up, and the poor
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also. We do not want to take one man's
means and give to another; that is not
the principle intended; but by uniting
our means we can establish a store, a
tannery or other business that will be
profitable. If we do not so cooperate,
others may come in who have no inter-
est in our prosperity, who will trade and
traffic, and when they become wealthy
would leave us and spend their means
elsewhere. This has been our experi-
ence in years past with those who have
come among us with their merchandise.
We can prevent this in the future by our
cooperative institutions. It is right and
proper that we should combine for self-
defense against this world, and so pro-
tect our general interests.

I cannot say much in favor of stores
although it is necessary that we have
such institutions. The grand object be-
fore us is to make what we need, and
dispense with outside importations, as
much as possible. We must not be con-
tent to buy and sell what we get abroad,
we want to establish a factory, and make
our own clothing. We don't want our wool
to go abroad to be manufactured for us;
but we must make the necessary prepa-
rations to make it up ourselves. We find
occasionally among us one who wants
to strike out in business on the gentile
principle, and a few are always ready to
feed and encourage an institution of that
kind; but we must learn better and do
better, and show by our faith and works
that we will not sustain such institu-
tions, but that we will serve the Lord,
and sustain our brethren, and discard
everything that is set up in opposition
to the institutions of Zion. When the
Saints are governed by these principles,
then you will find a people who are will-
ing to devote their energies and means
to establish and advance our home insti-
tutions.



