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I will say a few words on the subject
of counsel. We are a people who profess
to be governed by counsel. It never hurts
anyone to obey the counsels of the servants
of God, but we should never ask counsel
unless we intend to receive it; you should
never ask counsel when your mind is made
up concerning the thing you ask. The most
important counsels are given us from the
pulpit or stand, and it would be well with
us if we obey them. King Saul inquired of
the Lord through his Prophet concern-
ing Israel. They had already determined
to go to battle. The Prophet Samuel told
them to go; they did so and got whipped.
We should understand that there is safety
in counsel, but we should seek for it in
the proper manner, and from the proper
source. We should go for counsel where
we have the right to go. When you need
counsel you should go to your Bishop or
President, and he will give you good coun-
sel if he has any to give. If the Bishop does
not understand the matter and cannot
give counsel understandingly, let him tell
the applicant that he don’t know how to
counsel in this matter; for we shall be held
accountable for our acts and counsels and
for everything we do or say. If any persons
want to know anything you do not know,
tell them to go to someone who does
know, so that they may not take a leap in
the dark. If I were counseled to leave Bear
Lake Valley I would leave. It is right for me
to be governed by counsel, and if it is right
for me it is right for you also, for this prin-
ciple will apply to us all. Some have left
Bear Lake Valley without asking counsel;
I do not condemn them; let them do as
they please; if they want counsel of me I
will give it if I have any to give, if they do
not, [ wish them well; but I am mistaken
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if they do not find more or less difficulty
where they go, but that is their affair; they
are gone, and may they prosper.

I have a few words to the sisters, Ladies’
meeting was announced for Thursday
next; the general report given at this
Conference concerning the Ladies’ Relief
Societies, is, that they are a great help to
the Bishops. One of the Bishops stated
that they rendered assistance in substantial
means in helping to build a meetinghouse.
I am glad to learn of their efforts in laying
up grain. It is gratifying to see this dispo-
sition manifested among the sisters. If all
the sisters advocate the laying up of grain
it would not be graceful for them to say to
their husbands, let us have a few bushels to
trade out at the store. When in Salt Lake
some time ago, a lady came round and
wanted to sell some notions; she said she
had just sold a sister twenty-five yards of
lace, only one dollar per yard. When I see
such things among the Saints I think it a
little extravagant; it needs a great amount
of means to support a wife who indulges
in many such purchases. Some people
have extraordinary notions concern-
ing marriage; they think they must have
everything to start with; they don’t want
to marry unless they can have a carriage,
horses, and servants, and many things
besides; these are extravagant notions. I
have heard it taught by the Presidency
that young people should marry, and to
commence they should have a straw bed;
they should have at least a bed tick, and
fill it with straw, and commence any way.
I remember hearing that my great grand-
father and his wife, when they started in
married life had but one or two blankets to
start with. They took up some land, both
went to work with a will, and they were
successful, and before they died they had
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