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become wealthy. They owned two large
farms, good rock houses and property
worth sixty thousand dollars, all accumu-
lated by their labor, industry and econo-
my. Many persons marry those possessing
fortunes and soon become poor; they are
almost sure to run through their prop-
erty; they did not earn it, and they don’t
know how to use it. Concerning marriage,
it must be an important matter for God
to teach and command obedience to it.
What constitutes its importance? In the
first place a man cannot have an exaltation
without a wife. It was some years before I
learned the fact that I could not do much
good without a wife and without poster-
ity. I therefore concluded to marry. And
you ladies cannot wear a celestial crown
without a husband; if you happen to get
a husband who is not entitled to a crown,
what are you going to do? If I were a lady
I should be careful whom I married: I
should want to be pretty sure that the
man tried to live his religion as revealed
to us. Young folks generally marry be-
cause they love, sometimes because they
are pretty. It is said that beauty is “only
skin deep,” and I believe it is so, it will
shortly fade away. We should be reason-
able on this subject, as well as on others;
but when a person is love struck, there is
no reason in them. We should never be
struck very bad. We should love so that
we could throw him off at any time if he
does not do right. Where is the man who
understands the principles of the Gospel
who does not want to lay a foundation
for a kingdom? Some young people,
and some older ones, appear to have
but little judgment of marriage. When
we marry it should be for time and eter-
nity. I have thought many times that
if a man or woman could get the Lord
to tell them who to marry they would
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do well, if not, I would do the best I
could. Father Abraham married Sarah and
Hagar many years ago, and great nations
have sprung out of this marriage. If we
do as well as he did we shall be blessed
as he was blessed. I want to impress this
upon the minds of the young and old,
that we should labor to accomplish all the
good we can in this world. We have en-
countered many things and have learned
many things. We have learned that there
is an immense amount of selfishness in this
world, and that it is a very bad thing, and
we should get rid of it as soon as possible.
We should be as willing that others should
enjoy the blessings of the Lord as ourselves.
We should be as willing to bless other
people as we are to be blessed ourselves. I
want you, my brethren and sisters, to think
of these things and treasure them up in
your hearts. Whatever the Spirit will allow
me to say to you [ will say to the best of my
ability. When Jesus came to the Nephites
he found them unprepared to receive his
words, and he said to them, “I will come
again tomorrow; you are not prepared to
receive my words.” He came to them sev-
eral times; and they became prepared, fi-
nally, to hear and learn, that which they
were not prepared to learn before. If we
are not prepared to receive the word of the
Lord today, we may possibly be prepared
tomorrow.

I am glad to meet you, my brethren,
to behold the manifestation of good feel-
ing and witness your willingness to build
up Zion, and establish righteousness on the
earth. And may you continue faithful, that
you may be happy and prosperous and real-
ize all the promises. It is promised that the
Saints shall be the richest of all people, and
to realize this promise, we must be guid-
ed by those placed to lead us. This is the
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