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the Lord was poured out to a very great

extent. They had visions, and dreams,

and revelations, and great manifesta-

tions of the power of God, and the people

generally of both North and South Amer-

ica were converted and were taught and

instructed in the things of God. Yet this

did not include all flesh, and therefore

did not fulfil the prophecy of Joel.

The Lord has brought to light these

ancient records, containing the fullness

of the Gospel, which he has commanded

to be preached and published to ev-

ery nation and in every tongue upon

the face of the earth, that all of his

numerous children may have the op-

portunity to hear, and, through obedi-

ence to its requirements, may receive

the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, which

should reveal to them the mind and will

of God concerning them, and lead them

in the path of truth. This command

strictly specifies that this Gospel is to

be preached to all the world, but first

to the Gentile nations, and when they

are fully warned, and their times are

fulfilled, then the Lord will declare the

law and the testimony sealed, so far

as preaching any more to them is con-

cerned; and he will once more commis-

sion his servants to go to the Jews, the

House of Israel, whom the Lord will pre-

pare, through his own power and wis-

dom, to receive the message, and not re-

ject it as they anciently did. Scores of

thousands, among the different nations,

have already received the ministry of the

Gospel, revealed by the angel, and they

have been filled with the Holy Ghost,

according to the promise made to every

soul who will believe and repent of his

sins; and they have measurably become

revelators and prophets. This, there-

fore, is the beginning of the great latter-

day work, which will never end, until all

flesh, that will not be destroyed from the

face of the earth by the judgments spo-

ken of, will be made partakers of this

same Spirit, and it will have the same

effect promised.

You may ask, Why it has not been the

case since the first century of the Chris-

tian era? Why it has not been fulfilled

among the various Christian denomina-

tions of our globe? Why they have not

received dreams, and visions, and reve-

lations by the power of the Holy Ghost?

It may be a mystery to some, why so

long a period should have elapsed among

the people of the different nations, dur-

ing which they have had no revelations,

no visions, no prophecies, no voice of

God. The reason of this, as revealed

by the Lord, is because the people did

turn away from the ancient Gospel; they

did, as had been predicted they would do,

change the ordinances and break the ev-

erlasting covenants; they did apostatize

from the truth so that the authority of

the Apostleship ceased among them; the

authority to baptize no longer existed,

the authority to lay on hands that they

might receive the Holy Ghost no longer

existed, and they were no longer able to

minister authoritatively in the name of

the Lord in any of the ordinances of the

Church. There were many good moral

people that lived. But where was to be

found the Church organized according to

the New Testament pattern, with Apos-

tles, living Apostles receiving revelation

from heaven, and possessing the power

that those anciently possessed? You

could find churches in abundance, which

were called Christian churches—thus

denominated by themselves, some called

by certain names and some by others;

all of them believing in separate, distinct


