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sing his two grandsons, Ephraim and
Manasseh. Here we find on this conti-
nent a multitude of nations, and when
we come to examine the language they
all speak, we find that it evidently
sprang from the same source. Antiquar-
ians who have searched diligently into
this matter, all testify to this one fact—
that their language evidently sprang
from the same source. It is also stated
by them they must have lived for many
generations on this continent in order to
have become so diversified in their sev-
eral tongues. You know where people
have no written language, as we have,
that it will become corrupted, and as
they separate from each other, as the
Indian race has done, it will corrupt it-
self more and more. When you come
to trace the languages spoken by the
aborigines of our country, you will find
that they have the same origin; also
that this "multitude of nations" are the
descendants of Joseph, in fulfillment of
the promise God made him through his
father Jacob. Patriarchs used to bless
their children in ancient days and tell
them what would come to pass in the
latter days. Jacob so blessed his twelve
sons; and when he came to Joseph he
pronounced a peculiar blessing upon his
head. It reads—"Joseph is a fruitful
bough, even a fruitful bough by a well;
whose branches run over the wall;" sig-
nifying that a portion of his seed would
not always stay with the main body of
his people, but would branch off, "run
over the wall," depart out of the land of
Jerusalem. "The blessings of thy father
have prevailed above the blessings of my
progenitors unto the utmost bounds of
the everlasting hills: they shall be on
the head of Joseph, and on the crown
of the head of him, that was sepa-
rate from his brethren." Jacob's progen-

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

itors were Abraham and Isaac. What
blessings were given to them? Pales-
tine. But says the Patriarch, I have a
greater blessing, it has prevailed above
that of my progenitors. How much above
theirs? Unto the utmost bounds of the
everlasting hills. Said he, I will give
this to you, Joseph; or, "they shall be on
the head of Joseph, and on the crown
of the head of him that was separate
from his brethren." How marvelous are
the dealings of God with man in bring-
ing to pass the prophetic utterances of
his servants! There was another bless-
ing pronounced upon his head by Moses,
before he was taken out from the midst
of Israel, which was very distinct from
the rest of the tribes. It reads—"And
of Joseph he said, Blessed of the Lord
be his land, for the precious things of
heaven. And for the precious things of
the earth and fulness thereof." As much
as to say, his land shall be very choice.
Instead of being blessed with lands side
by side with the rest of the tribes, he was
to be a fruitful bough by a well, whose
branches run over the wall, unto the ut-
most bound of the everlasting hills, and
there he should be blessed with all kinds
of climate; the temperate and the tor-
rid zone; the blessings of the earth and
fulness thereof, so far as the temperate
zones are concerned; then the blessings
of the earth, so far as the torrid zone is
concerned.

Here then we perceive with all these
predictions and prophecies that the Lord
in his providences has so wrought among
the Israelites as to fulfill these promises
to the very letter. They should not
be blessed with the blessings of the
earth only, but "Blessed of the Lord
be his land, for the precious things of
heaven." What would you consider the
precious things of heaven? I should
say that the revelations given from



