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instance, viz: geometry, conic sections,
calculus, etc.

It takes years of study to acquire a
knowledge of them, and about the time we
have partially mastered them, we are old
men, ready to pass away from this state of
existence. But when the time shall come
that the Spirit of the living God shall be
poured out upon all flesh, in a very few
moments of time the Lord could unlock
the mysteries and treasures of the earth, so
that we could understand not only the geo-
graphical surface of the earth, but be able,
by the power of vision, to behold every
particle of it inside as well as outside, and
also the law that governs its elementary
portions, nearly all of which is now closed
from our mortal vision. We can only go
about so far with our natural sight; but
there is a faculty in every man and wom-
an which is now sleeping in a dormant
state; and as soon as it is touched by the
spirit of the Lord, we shall be enabled to
see a new world of things as it were, mys-
teries will be opened up and we will per-
ceive naturally as if they were written, and
in this way we shall be able to learn very
rapidly indeed. If we want a knowledge of

JOD Vol 19-LIVE.indd 178

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

this world or of ourselves, when our spirits
were born, or if we desire to know things
that took place before the foundations of
the world were laid or the nucleus was
formed, when the sons of God shouted for
joy, if we desired to know these things it
would only be necessary for the Spirit of
the Lord to touch the vision of our minds
and light up our understanding and we
could gaze upon things past for thousands
of generations of worlds before the earth
was made, and we could see the succession
of worlds that have been and were in ex-
istence long before this earth was formed,
we could see the ordeals through which
they had passed, see them brought into
existence and passing through their several
changes and finally become glorified celes-
tial mansions in the presence of God. By
this same spirit spoken of by Joel, we could
look forward into the distant future and
behold new worlds formed and redeemed,
and not only this, but see and understand
the laws by which they were made, and the
object and end of all these creations, being
touched by the finger of the Almighty and
lighted up by the Holy Ghost. Amen.
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