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The house is so crowded that in order

for all to hear it will be advisable that

each one keep as quiet as possible.

In my remarks yesterday forenoon

I alluded briefly to the subject of the

United Order, as I understood it. In the

minds and feelings of some the United

Order is a sensitive topic: but this is

chiefly for the want of a proper under-

standing of the revelations of God, and

the obligations of the Gospel which we

have embraced, for the want of under-

standing what the Lord has purposed to

accomplish through this Order. In one

of the revelations contained in the Book

of Covenants is to be found these words:

"Except ye are one in your temporal af-

fairs, how can ye be one in obtaining

heavenly things?" This oneness referred

to is variously understood, ofttimes con-

strued according to the peculiar views

and notions of men and women, who do

not take the broad, comprehensive view,

as the Lord does, and intendedwe should

do, and who do not comprehend the rev-

elations and the manner in which the

Lord purposes to deal with his people.

Under the operations of the United

Order the ancient Nephites were

said to be the best and most prosperous

people on the earth; it was said of them,

as of no other people we read of, that

there were neither rich nor poor among

them; that they dwelt in peace and righ-

teousness, and every man dealt honestly

with his neighbor. The fact that every

man dealt honestly with his neighbor,

necessarily implies individual responsi-

bility and stewardship. The Book of Mor-

mon tells us further that after a period of

one hundred and sixty-five years living

in this state, there began again to be dis-

union, and they began to cease to have

everything in common; a certain class

began to wear jewelry and costly rai-

ment; class distinctions began to spring

up, some exalting themselves over their

fellows, and they commenced to build

up societies and associations and classes

which were graded by their wealth. And

thus they grew from bad to worse, until

the judgment of God fell upon them to

their utter destruction. Those who are

inspired by the Holy Spirit to compre-

hend the dealings of God with his peo-

ple, both ancient and modern, may be

able to look forward to the future and

behold a prosperous and happy people

that shall be one in temporal things, and


