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Joshua said to ancient Israel:

"Choose ye this day whom ye will serve;

if the Lord be God, serve him; if Baal,

serve him. But as for me and my house,

we will serve the Lord." I think what

we need to learn are the true principles

that shall lead us to peace, to wealth

and happiness in this world, and glory

and exaltation in the world to come. And

that if we can learn these principles, and

receive them in good and honest hearts,

and teach them as our faith, and prac-

tice them in our lives, we shall show

our manhood, our independence and our

agency as creditably before the angels

and the Gods, as any wicked man can,

in refusing the good and cleaving to the

evil, exhibit his before the devil and his

angels.

Now the Latter-day Saints are gath-

ering from all nations and tongues, with

divers customs and habits and tradi-

tions, and we have brought them with

us, unfortunately we could not leave

ourselves behind, while we gathered to

Zion. Having brought ourselves along

we have the labor of separating the fol-

lies of Babylon, the traditions of the fa-

thers and every foolish way, learning

something better as fast as we can; and

this is the duty that is upon us. Many

sermons would be necessary to teach

us this lesson; we shall need the les-

son often repeated before we can learn

these principles and practice them thor-

oughly; we shall need a great deal of

self-control, and a great deal of effort

on the part of the brethren to help us,

and by mutually assembling together,

by doing business together, by learn-

ing correct principles and then living

them. One thing is certain, that if

God accomplishes with the Latter-day

Saints what the prophets have fore-

told, and establishes his Zion, and he

makes them a holy nation, a kingdom of

priests, a peculiar people to himself, as

he has promised, it will not be by our

clinging to Babylon and to her foolish

ways, and imitating the evil and foolish

things of the world. But what we have

proved and know to be good, hold fast to

it; but lay aside that which tends to evil.

We must become a people within and of

ourselves, sooner or later, and learn to

be self-reliant and self-sustaining; this

we cannot do as individuals nor as an

individual community, but by combining

our energies as a whole, we may even-

tually arrive at this. To accomplish it

requires a united effort, concerted ac-

tion and perseverance, a long pull and

a pull altogether. Disunion and pulling

against each other will only retard it;

we need never think we can truly enrich

ourselves by plundering each other by

carrying on merchandising, and import-

ing the products of the labor of other men

while our own brethren at home are idle,

hungry, naked and destitute. Merchants

and middlemen are necessary evils, their

legitimate sphere is interchanging com-

modities between the producing classes.

The Lord has taught us that by and by

he will waste away the wicked and un-

godly, or they will devour and destroy

each other, when the righteous shall be

gathered out through the preaching of

the Gospel. And He designs his people

to prepare while there is time, and while

he gives them bread to sustain them-

selves. But if that time should come

suddenly upon us in our present condi-

tion, who would be prepared for it? If

the news was to reach us that Baby-

lon was really going down, that a gen-

eral war had overtaken her, causing dis-

tress of nations, and the closing up of her

manufactories, and the struggle between

capital and labor were again renewed,

causing domestic and national trouble,

and as a consequence we found our for-

eign supplies cut off, how many would


