
these principles in our daily lives and 
conduct. The greatest lack among us is 
the means to employ our idle hands. We 
should be able to afford every man, wom-
an and child in our community profitable 
employment; were we able to do this, we 
would by wisely and prudently directing 
that labor become a thriftier, wealthier 
and happier people, of whom it might 
be said, there were no poor among us. 
Comparatively speaking, we can say now 
there is no abject poverty among us, yet 
we are far from enjoying that which is our 
privilege to enjoy, and that which we have 
comes from abroad and we are striving for 
money to pay for it. Crops are mortgaged 
or sold to our creditors in advance for ar-
ticles of foreign manufacture. I was told 
that Sanpete County owed for sewing ma-
chines alone from forty to fifty thousand 
dollars; and I was told by brother Thatcher 
of Cache Valley, that forty thousand dol-
lars would not clear the indebtedness for 
sewing machines. The irrepressible sew-
ing machine agents have ravaged our 
country, imposing themselves upon every 
simpleton in the land, forcing their goods 
upon them. Tens of thousands of dollars 
are lying idle in the houses of the Latter-
day Saints today in this article alone; al-
most every house you enter you can find 
a sewing machine noiseless and idle, but 
very seldom you hear it running; and all 
of which were purchased at enormous fig-
ures, and now the patent rights having 
expired, they can be bought for less than 
half the prices paid for them. And in this 
way many of our agricultural machines 
are obtained; we should be properly classi-
fied in our labor, so that our investments 
in agricultural and other machinery could  
be kept in constant use in the season there-
of, and then well taken care of, as prop-

erty ought to be, instead of allowing them 
to be exposed to the storms of winter, as 
many are, and get out of repair. Some have 
thought we need but few factories today; I 
may be mistaken, but I am under the im-
pression that every factory in the Territory, 
except yours, before the last wool was 
brought into market, had to stop running 
for want of material. The wool that should 
have supplied them was shipped out of the 
country, gone abroad to afford other hands 
employment, and the goods brought back 
made up ready for wear, to sell to you. You 
not only buy back again your own prod-
uct, but you buy the labor of foreign man-
ufacturers, and pay the transportation both 
ways, all the expenses of the merchants or 
middlemen who handle the wool, and sell 
you the clothes, while your own wives and 
children are idle at home, and your own 
factories standing still for want of wool. 
Is this the way to get rich? The same may 
be said with regard to the manufacture 
of leather. Our hides and skins either rot 
upon the fences, or are gathered up and 
sold mostly to men who ship them to oth-
er countries to be tanned and worked up 
into harness and boots and shoes, which 
are brought back for you to wear; so that 
you are buying back your own hides and  
skins, in the shape of these manufactured 
articles, and paying the cost of the trans-
portation and the profits of the middle-
men, besides employing strangers, while 
our own bone and sinew too often are en-
gaged either digging a hole in the ground 
or lounge around the street corners for 
something to turn up.

During the last sixteen years I have been 
engaged laboring and counseling and trying 
to assist my brethren in Southern Utah to be-
come self-sustaining, and as much as they can
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