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Many of the people may say, I do not

want to be eaten up by the rich. I can

tell you there is a heap of us for the

rich to eat up, and there are not many

rich to do it. My opinion is the scare is

the other way, for, as I have said, the

few rich among us are only a breakfast

spell. How long do you think it would

take if we were all producers, and con-

verting the raw materials into useful ar-

ticles, to become a self-sustaining peo-

ple? And then if we heard of Babylon's

downfall, we would not of necessity lift

up our hands and cry, "O Lord spare

her a little longer, we are not ready for

her to go down, we should suffer from

the want of boots and shoes, and for

our clothing, and our machinery, and so

forth." The United Order is designed to

help us to be self-reliant and to teach

us to understand what it costs to pro-

duce that which we consume. One of the

chief obstacles in the way of our progress

towards becoming a self-sustaining peo-

ple is the lack of this understanding

among the people. They cling to the

habits and customs of Babylon that they

have learned abroad—the laborer wish-

ing to eat up the capitalist, and the

capitalist constantly guarded for fear he

should be drawn into close quarters, and

then to succumb to the demands of oper-

atives. This is the way of the world, and

the warfare that is going on all the time;

and why? Because they comprehend not

how to promote their mutual interests;

covetousness of capital on one hand, and

covetousness of labor on the other, each

trying to enrich itself at the expense of

the other. Most of the Saints, when they

embraced the Gospel, partook of its true

spirit, opening their hearts and hands,

and those who had it to spare, used their

means to gather up the poor; and when

they landed among us were generally on

a common level. And hence the necessity

of our labor, and through our labor ac-

cumulate capital instead of needless ex-

penditures, exhausting the results of our

labors and getting us into debt. Learn

to live within our means that there may

be a little increase, that we may have

something wherewith to purchase im-

provedmachinery, and extend our indus-

tries until we shall be able to supply our

every need. And that we may learn these

lessons, and profit by them for the mu-

tual benefit of the Saints, and the ad-

vancement of the Zion of our God, I pray

in the name of Jesus. Amen.


