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I fear I shall not be able to make my-

self heard by this vast congregation. I

have not been accustomed lately to ad-

dress so many people; but on the con-

trary, a very few in a place at a time.

It is difficult for me to speak so that all

may hear me distinctly, in this immense

house. Besides, I have not been in very

good health of late, having had an attack

of sickness since my return home, which

has drawn heavily upon my strength.

I am thankful that I have been

privileged to meet with you today, un-

der so favorable circumstances as those

which surround us; although in com-

mon with the Latter-day Saints, I can-

not but regret the cause of my pres-

ence among you. I left my home and

friends here, but a few months ago, for

Europe, expecting to fill a mission there

of two years and perhaps much longer.

But soon after hearing of the death

of our departed President, Brigham

Young, Brother Orson Pratt and I re-

ceived a cablegram from our Brethren,

the Twelve, inviting us to return home.

As soon, therefore, as circumstances

permitted, we were on our way hith-

er, making the journey from England

to this city in about fifteen days. We

had rather a rough passage across the

Atlantic, having experienced equinoctial

gales and heavy seas for the first few

days, which made it very disagreeable;

the remainder of the voyage, however,

was comparatively pleasant, and the trip

from New York here very much so in-

deed.

For the past few months I have been

engaged preaching the Gospel in Eng-

land, as opportunities presented for me

to do so. I did not travel very exten-

sively, as my limited time and other cir-

cumstances did not warrant it.

I was pleased, in July last, to

meet in Liverpool Brother Orson Pratt,

who came to England to publish the

Book of Mormon and the Doctrine

and Covenants in phonetics, or phono-

type. He was diligently engaged pros-

ecuting this work at the time the

sad news of the death of the Presi-

dent reached us. Arrangements had

been so far completed that the type

was mostly obtained and delivered

at our office, and preparations were

nearly made for the commencement of

this work. But as Brother Pratt is


