ARRIVAL IN SALT LAKE CITY, ETC.

he said, "Except a man be born again,
he cannot see the kingdom of God." On
first reflection, it would seem that any-
thing so clear, reasonable and tangible
could be easily made plain to the under-
standing of all men. Hence the feeling
that has prompted many of the Latter-
day Saints to believe, after their minds
have been enlightened by the Spirit of
God—everything being made so plain
and clear to them—that they had only
to tell their friends and kindred what
they had learned and they would gladly
receive it. But how disappointed, after
they had presented to them the truths
of heaven in simplicity and plainness, to
hear them say "We cannot see it!" or "We
do not believe it!" Or perhaps bitterly op-
pose it, which is by far the most common
practice of the world. They cannot un-
derstand it. Why? Because, as Jesus
has said, no man can see the kingdom
except he is born again. You may preach
the Gospel to the people, but unless they
humble themselves as little children be-
fore the Lord, acknowledging their de-
pendence upon him for light and wis-
dom, they cannot see or sense it, al-
though you may preach to them in as
great plainness as it is possible for the
truth to be conveyed from one person to
another. And should any believe your
testimony it would only be belief. They
would not see as you see—nor compre-
hend it as you do—until they yield obe-
dience to the requirements of the Gospel,
and through the remission of their sins
receive the Holy Ghost. Then they, too,
can see as you do, for they have the
same spirit; then will they love the truth
as you do, and may wonder why they
could not comprehend it before, or why
it is that there can be anybody with com-
mon intelligence that cannot understand
truth so plain and forcible.

I have been preaching for a few
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months past to the world, and perhaps
it would not be amiss to dwell for a few
moments upon some of the principles of
the Gospel, as though I were talking to
strangers, notwithstanding I feel I am in
the presence of the Latter-day Saints.

About the first question an honest in-
quirer would ask would be: What is your
religious belief? Or, What are the prin-
ciples of the Gospel as you understand
them? I do not propose to tell you all
about the Gospel in one discourse, but I
may tell you a few of my thoughts upon
some of its principles, which are essen-
tial not only for the Latter-day Saints to
know, but for all the children of men, in
order to be saved in the kingdom of God.

First, then, it is necessary to have
faith in God, "faith being the first prin-
ciple in revealed religion, and the foun-
dation of all righteousness."

Faith in God is to believe that he is,
and "that he is the only supreme gover-
nor and independent being, in whom all
fullness and perfection and every good
gift and principle dwells independently,"
and in whom the faith of all other ratio-
nal beings must center for life and sal-
vation; and further, that he is the great
Creator of all things, that he is omnipo-
tent, omniscient, and by his works and
the power of his Spirit omnipresent.

Not only is it necessary to have faith
in God, but also in Jesus Christ, his Son,
the Savior of mankind and the Mediator
of the New Covenant; and in the Holy
Ghost, who bears record of the Father
and the Son, "the same in all ages and
forever."

Having this faith, it becomes nec-
essary to repent. Repent of what?
Of every sin of which we may have
been guilty. How shall we repent of
these sins? Does repentance consist
of sorrow for wrongdoing? Yes; but
is this all? By no means. True



