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repentance only is acceptable to God,

nothing short of it will answer the pur-

pose. Then what is true repentance?

True repentance is not only sorrow for

sins, and humble penitence and contri-

tion before God, but it involves the neces-

sity of turning away from them, a discon-

tinuance of all evil practices and deeds,

a thorough reformation of life, a vital

change from evil to good, from vice to

virtue, from darkness to light. Not only

so, but to make restitution, so far as it

possible, for all the wrongs we have done,

to pay our debts, and restore to God and

man their rights—that which is due to

them from us. This is true repentance,

and the exercise of the will and all the

powers of body and mind is demanded,

to complete this glorious work of repen-

tance; then God will accept it.

Having thus repented, the next thing

requisite is baptism, which is an essen-

tial principle of the Gospel—no man can

enter into the gospel covenant without

it. It is the door of the Church of Christ,

we cannot get in there in any other way,

for Christ hath said it. "Sprinkling,"

or "pouring," is not baptism. Baptism

means immersion in water, and is to be

administered by one having authority, in

the name of the Father, and of the Son,

and of the Holy Ghost. Baptism with-

out divine authority is not valid. It is

a symbol of the burial and resurrection

of Jesus Christ, and must be done in the

likeness thereof, by one commissioned

of God, in the manner prescribed, oth-

erwise it is illegal and will not be ac-

cepted by him, nor will it effect a re-

mission of sins, the object for which it

is designed, but whosoever hath faith,

truly repents and is "buried with Christ

in baptism," by one having divine au-

thority, shall receive a remission of sins,

and is entitled to the gift of the Holy

Ghost by the laying on of hands. Only

those who are commissioned of Jesus

Christ, have authority or power to be-

stow this gift. The office of the Holy

Ghost is to bear record of Christ, or to

testify of him, and confirm the believer in

the truth, by bringing to his recollection

things that have passed, and showing or

revealing to the mind things present and

to come. "But the Comforter, which is

the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will

send in my name, he shall teach you all

things and bring all things to your re-

membrance whatsoever I have said unto

you." "He will guide you into all truth."

Thus, without the aid of the Holy Ghost

no man can know the will of God, or

that Jesus is the Christ—the Redeemer

of the world—or that the course he pur-

sues, the works he performs, or his faith,

are acceptable to God, and such as will

secure to him the gift of eternal life, the

greatest of all gifts.

"But," says an objector, "have we not

the Bible, and are not the Holy Scrip-

tures able to make us wise unto sal-

vation?" Yes, provided we obey them.

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for instruction in

righteousness; that the man of God may

be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto

all good works." The "good works" are

the great desideratum. The Bible itself

is but the dead letter, it is the spirit

that giveth life. The way to obtain the

Spirit is that which is here marked out

so plainly in the Scriptures. There is

no other. Obedience, therefore, to these

principles is absolutely necessary, in or-

der to obtain the salvation and exalta-

tion brought to light through the Gospel.

As to the question of authority,

nearly everything depends upon it.

No ordinance can be performed to


