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the acceptance of God without divine au-
thority. No matter how fervently men
may believe, or pray, unless they are en-
dowed with divine authority they can
only act in their own name, and not
legally nor acceptably in the name of
Jesus Christ, in whose name all these
things must be done. Some suppose this
authority may be derived from the Bible,
but nothing could be more absurd. The
Bible is but a book containing the writ-
ings of inspired men, "profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction and in-
struction in righteousness;" as such we
hold it is sacred; but the spirit, power
and authority by which it is written can-
not be found within its lids, nor derived
from it. "For prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." If by reading and believ-
ing the Bible this authority could be ob-
tained, all who read and believed would
have it—one equally with another. 1
have read the Bible, and I have as good
reason for believing it as any other man,
and do believe it with all my heart; but
this does not give me authority to teach
men in the name of the Lord, nor to of-
ficiate in the sacred ordinances of the
Gospel. Were the Scriptures the only
source of knowledge, we would be with-
out knowledge for ourselves, and would
have to rest our hopes of salvation upon
a simple belief in the testimonies and
sayings of others. This will not do for
me; I must know for myself, and if I
act as a teacher of these things, I must
be clothed with the same light, knowl-
edge and authority those were who acted
in a similar calling anciently. Else how
could I declare the truth and bear tes-
timony as they did? What right would
I have to say "thus saith the Lord,"
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and call upon man to repent and be
baptized in the name of the Lord? Or,
that "This Jesus hath God raised up
(from the dead) whereof we all (the Apos-
tles) are witnesses." And, therefore, let
all men "know assuredly that God hath
made that same Jesus," who was cruci-
fied, "both Lord and Christ." No man,
without the Holy Ghost as enjoyed by the
ancient Apostles, can know these things,
therefore cannot declare them by author-
ity, nor teach and prepare mankind for
the salvation of God. God Almighty is
the only source from whence this knowl-
edge, power and authority can be ob-
tained, and that through the operations
of the Holy Ghost. The Scriptures may
serve as a guide to lead us to God, and
hence to the possession of all things nec-
essary to life and salvation, but they can
do no more.

Having profiled by this example, and
done the works commanded by both
Christ and his Apostles, ancient and
modern, I am happy of the privilege to
declare to the inhabitants of the earth
that I have received this testimony and
witness for myself. I do know that
these things are true. Jesus my Re-
deemer lives, and God hath made him
both Lord and Christ. To know and
to worship the true God, in the name
of Jesus—in spirit and in truth—is the
duty of man. To aid and qualify him
for this service is the duty and office of
the Holy Ghost. Man may fail through
faltering and unfaithfulness, but the
Spirit of God will never fail, nor aban-
don the faithful disciple. I can say
as one who has tried the experiment—
for it may be called an experiment to
the beginner—that all who will take
the course and accept the doctrine thus
marked out will, through faithfulness,
become acquainted with the truth, and
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be



