
ing that others should enjoy their opin-
ions. We believe that while they have re-
jected the true light, they are found will-
ing and ready to be thus deceived, by false 
and delusive spirits, just as the Prophets 
have foretold would be the case. (See 1 
Tim., 4th chap., 1st verse, and 2 Tim. iii, 
1). The revelations given through Joseph 
Smith are full of light, knowledge and wis-
dom, because they emanated from God. 
What has Spiritualism done for the world? 
Can it boast of bringing life and immor-
tality to light? I have yet to learn that a 
single principle has been developed from 
this source that will save mankind, or ex-
alt them to the presence and glory of God. 
Yet they have a right to their convictions, 
and we grant it cordially. We have the 
same right.

But says one, “You have dodged the 
main question; it is polygamy that causes 
all the trouble!”

This is the mind of our enemies gener-
ally, yet nothing can be more fallacious; 
those who assert this only expose their 
ignorance. The fact is that since the an-
nouncement and practice of that principle 
by this people, their persecutions have 
been comparatively trivial and harmless to 
what they were, before it was even known 
to themselves.

But  the  p lura l  mar r i age  o f  the 
“Mormons” now seems to form one of 
the strongest pretexts for the bitterness of 
our enemies, and the thoughtless readily 
fall into the ranks of the maligners of this 
principle. Did they ever stop to reflect as 
to what harm this principle and practice 
has done? Let me ask the ladies in this 
vast audience, Have any of you, or do 
you know of any woman who has been 
compelled to practice polygamy among 
this people? Or who has been com- 
pelled even to marry at all? I think not.

Has plural marriage deprived any woman 
of a home, of husband or children? Has it 
promoted immorality or vice? No, it has 
not. Has it sown the seeds of corruption 
and death among the people? On the con-
trary it has promoted healthy, robust and 
vigorous increase, and the laws of life and 
health. Can the Elders of this Church be 
accused of going to the Gentiles for their 
wives and daughters? No, for we think we 
have better ones at home, we have not the 
least occasion to go abroad. So far as re-
lates to this matter we are independent of 
the world. We are willing to let them and 
theirs alone, and mind our own business, 
while we respectfully request them also to 
attend to their own affairs.

The real facts are, the Latter-day Saints 
have embraced the unpopular doctrine of 
Jesus Christ, have received the keys of the 
Holy Priesthood—heaven’s delegated au-
thority to man, and are not ashamed of the 
gospel, knowing it to be the power of God 
unto salvation. Hence the Devil is enraged, 
and although they will not believe it, this 
professedly pious, hypocritical world are 
moved with hatred towards the work and 
the people of God, instigated by the spirit 
of him whose servants they are. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.”

They predict our downfall, but they 
will not live to see their predictions ful-
filled. The wicked may rage and imagine 
they can successfully measure arms with 
the Almighty, but he will hold them in de-
rision and laugh when their fear cometh, 
while the kingdom of God will continue 
to progress until his purposes are consum-
mated as has been decreed.

It is  vain for the world to hope  
tha t  “Mormoni sm”  wi l l  d i e  w i th  
Pre s ident  Br igham Young.  When
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