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the Prophet Joseph Smith was assassi-

nated the press and pulpit universally

joined in predicting the end of "Mor-

monism." But instead of their being any

truth in their predictions, "The blood of

the martyrs was the seed of the church;"

for the church grew as fast as it had

ever done before, and it took deeper and

firmer root. Men were no longer de-

pendent upon the Prophet, the man of

God to guide them; they began to stand

upon their own foundation, to seek more

earnestly after God themselves, and to

know for themselves, and not to be de-

pendent upon the voice of man. Hence

they grew in faith and in power, the

truth sinking deeper into the hearts of

the people who remained true to the

Lord, and they a comparative handful,

have succeeded in building up the church

as it exists today in these valleys. Are

we now going to be scattered to the four

winds because one or two distinguished

men should pass away? No, the seed

has fallen into good ground, and it will

germinate and mature; the priesthood it-

self is still with us, the authority is here,

and in obedience to the command of God,

we will continue to go forth and organize

and establish the kingdom, never more

to be thrown down or given to another

people, until all is consummated and fin-

ished. This is the work of God, and not

of man. Man is incompetent to direct

and manage it. He will not suffer man

to arrogate to himself the honor of doing

it. The honor belongs to him and he will

take it to himself.

This is my faith in the Gospel. It

fills my soul with joy and gratitude

to God my heavenly Father, and I desire

to increase in the truth, to become better,

more faithful and diligent in overcoming

every weakness, that I may be worthy

to stand in the position I occupy in the

Church of the living God. This is the

way we should all feel; and we should,

above all other considerations, be deter-

mined to cleave to the gospel, building

our faith upon the rock, not upon the

arm of flesh. Let us humble ourselves be-

fore God, seek unto him continually with

prayerful hearts, be diligent in the ob-

servance of our covenants, and he will

bear us off triumphant over every op-

posing foe and every power that under-

takes to measure arms with him and

his cause. This is my testimony, and

this is my exhortation to the Latter-day

Saints. I pray God to bless his people,

and to bless his servant brother Taylor,

who stands at the head of the Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles, who now pre-

side over the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints in all the earth. May

the Lord bless him, prolong his life and

give him power and wisdom to stand in

his place and calling and to magnify the

priesthood conferred upon him; may his

brethren stand with him in one solid

phalanx, united as one man, even as God

the Father and Jesus and the heavenly

hosts are one, and I tell you the whole

people will be united and rejoice in the

truth. That God may bless the faithful

everywhere and enable them to keep sa-

cred the covenants they have made with

him, is my earnest prayer, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.


